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Rationale 

In today’s society, children, young people and adults interact with technologies such as mobile phones, 

games consoles and the Internet on a daily basis and experience a wide range of opportunities, 

attitudes and situations. The exchange of ideas, social interaction and learning opportunities involved 

are greatly beneficial to all, but can occasionally place children, young people and adults in danger.  

 

Aims 

The purpose of technology use in school is to raise educational standards, to promote pupil 

achievement, to support the professional work of the staff and to enhance the school’s management 

information and business administration systems.  

 

Scope 

E-Safety covers issues relating to children and young people as well as adults and their safe use of the 

Internet, mobile phones and other electronic communications technologies, both in and out of school. It 

includes education for all members of the school community on risks and responsibilities and is part of 

the ‘duty of care’ which applies to everyone working with children.   

All teachers are responsible for promoting and supporting safe behaviours and creating a safe 

environment. All support staff should promote safe behaviours and a safe environment. 

Governors need to have an overview understanding of e-Safety issues and strategies.   

The school has appointed an E-Safety Co-ordinator, who along with members of the Senior 

Management Team and Governors will monitor this policy closely. 

 

 

1. Teaching and Learning  

The purpose of Internet use in school is to raise educational standards, to promote pupil achievement, 

to support the professional work of staff and to enhance the school’s management functions.  

Benefits of using the Internet in education include: 

 Access to worldwide educational resources including museums and art galleries; 

 Professional development for staff through access to national developments, educational materials 

and effective curriculum practice; 

 Educational and cultural exchanges between pupils worldwide. 

 

The school’s Internet access is designed to enhance and extend education. Pupils are taught what 

Internet use is acceptable and what is not and given clear objectives for Internet use. The school 

ensures that the copying and subsequent use of Internet-derived materials by staff and pupils 

complies with copyright law. Pupils use age-appropriate tools to research Internet content.  
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2. Managing Information Systems 

ICT security is a complex issue. All users must act reasonably, taking responsibility for their network 

use. Servers are securely located and physical access restricted. Virus protection for the whole 

network is kept up to date. The schools Broadband network is protected by a cluster of high 

performance firewalls at the Internet connecting nodes. The security of the school information 

systems and users is reviewed regularly. The use of logins and passwords to access the school network 

are enforced.  

Email is an essential means of communication for both staff and pupils. Pupils may only use approved 

email accounts for school purposes. They must immediately tell a member of staff if they receive 

offensive email.  

Publication of any information online should always be considered from a personal and school security 

viewpoint. Pupils’ personal information must not be published online. The Head teacher and IT leader 

will take overall editorial responsibility for the school website. 

Still and moving images and sound add liveliness and interest to a publication, particularly when pupils 

can be included. Images of a pupil should not be published without the parent’s or carer’s written 

permission. Images or videos that include pupils will be selected carefully.  

The Internet has emerging online spaces and social networks which allow individuals to publish 

unmediated content. All staff should be made aware of the potential risks of using social networking 

sites or personal publishing either professionally or personally.  

Personal data will be recorded, processed, transferred and made available according to the Data 

protection Act 1998.  

 

3. General 

Parents are informed that pupils are provided with supervised Internet access appropriate to age and 

ability. At Key Stage 1 pupils’ access to the Internet is by adult demonstration with occasional directly 

supervised access to specific and approved online materials. At Key Stage 2 pupils use age-appropriate 

search engines and online tools and activities which are teacher-directed where necessary.   

The school takes all reasonable precautions to ensure that users access only appropriate material. All 

members of the school community are clear about the procedure for reporting any E-Safety concerns. 

If there is a cause for concern or a suspicion of any illegal activity the Children’s Safeguarding Team 

or the Police will be notified immediately.  

Complaints about Internet misuse will be dealt with under the school’s complaints procedure. Any 

complaint about staff misuse will be referred to the Head teacher.  

Cyberbullying of any member of the school community will not be tolerated.  

If an older child brings a mobile phone to school it should be handed into the school office until they 

leave at the end of the school day. No children’s electronic devices are allowed at school unless invited 

for a particular activity.  
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Guidelines 

Current technologies used in and outside of school by children include; 

 The internet 

 E-mail 

 Instant messaging 

 Blogs 

 Podcasting 

 Social network sites 

 Video broadcasting sites 

 Chat rooms 

 Gaming sites 

 Music download sites 

 Mobile phones with cameras and video function 

 Smart phones with e-mail, web function and cut down ‘Office’ applications 

 Microscopes 

 Programmable toys 

 

Internet access and e-mail use will be planned into the curriculum to enrich and extend learning 

activities including the skills of knowledge location and retrieval. Pupils will be taught to be critically 

aware of the materials they read and introduced to the idea of validation before acceptance of 

accuracy. 

 

Appropriate Internet use in school includes; 

 Accessing world-wide educational resources 

 Accessing information related to government initiatives and staff professional development 

 Exchanging information with the LA and DfE 

 Education and cultural exchanges between pupils world-wide 

 

To safeguard pupils when using the Internet or E-mail; 

 All computers used by pupils will have automatic internet filter walls in place 

 All pupils using the Internet or E-mail will be supervised by a responsible adult 

 Pupil E-mail use will be through approved accounts and will not include personal addresses or 

telephone numbers  

 Pupils will not be allowed to access public chat rooms 

 The school will take all reasonable precautions to ensure that pupils only access suitable 

material and if possible preview all sites before use and consider off-line viewing 

 The school will inform the filter provider immediately if any unsuitable site is found  

 The office computers will not be used by pupils 

 The school website will only include information such as is generally available, for example 

through the school prospectus or newsletter, and will not include photographs or names of 

pupils without permission 

 Written consent will be received from parents before pupils use the Internet in school for 

supervised educational activities. 

 

Conclusion 

This policy should ensure pupils are given safe and appropriate access to the Internet and new 

technologies. 

 


