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Meet the School Governors 
 
Governors are crucial and 
essential for the operation of a 
school. The governors employ 
the Head teacher of the school 
who then leads and manages 
the staff team and the children 
on site to fulfil education 

outcomes and achievement for all.  
 

Governors are a voluntary body that each have a 
portfolio of responsibility which they manage and 
monitor in line with the School Improvement Plan. 
Governors work to a Code of Conduct for 
Governance.  

 
Have a read to meet our school governors and hear 
about what they have been up to this academic year 
so far…  
 
Chair of Governors – Penny Crossley  
 
Hello, my name is Penny 
Crossley. As a child I attended 
Gatten & Lake Primary School 
along with my brothers, following 
in our father’s footsteps, my son 
attended the school and I currently 
have two grandchildren attending, 
so I feel a strong affinity with the 
school and feel proud to be the 
current Chair of Governors after serving for 6 years 
as a Community (now Co-opted) Governor. 

 
I previously worked as Behaviour & Parenting 
Support Manager for the Local Authority, prior to 
Local Authority re-organisation, now continuing this 
work with schools and families on the Island as an 
Independent Consultant Practitioner.  
 
I am the portfolio holder for: 

 Personal Development, Behaviour & 
Welfare 

 Safeguarding (Child Protection) 

 Attendance 

 Multi-agency working 
 
In my visits to school I most enjoy the discussions 
with a range of children about a range of topics 
including behaviour in the school, school values & 
safety. The School Council have also proven to be a 
very articulate group who are keen to keep me  

 
 
updated with their activities throughout the school 
year. We have cover issues surrounding spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development as well as 
discussing their understanding of British Values. 
 
I feel privileged to work with a dedicated and 
enthusiastic team on our journey to continued 
improvement and ensuring that we aspire to 
‘excellence for each child, each day’. 
 
Vice Chair – Patrick Legg 
 
My name is Patrick Legg and my daughter is in Year 
5 at Gatten & Lake Primary School. 
 
I have been a Parent Governor at the school for 5 
years. My particular area of focus is finance. I am 
able to bring some of my career skills as an 
accountant and a business manager to help support 
the Governing Body in their role with the school. 

 
This term I have visited the school and helped 
support the management team with the Schools 
Financial Value Standard (SFVS). I have also met 
with a group of children and completed health and 
safety walks to identify how the school keeps the 
pupils safe as well as identifying potential hazards 
and ways these could be rectified.  
 
I enjoy the role of school governor very much and 
have found it to be a very rewarding experience. It is 
great to see the management of the school from 
behind the scenes and all the hard work that goes 
into our children’s education. 
 
Lyn Beaumont  
 
My name is Lyn Beaumont and I 
currently have three grandchildren 
attending Gatten and Lake 
Primary School. 

 
I have lived on the Island since 
1982 and worked in local schools 
for over 25 years until the school’s 
reorganization by the authority 
when I took early retirement after 
helping two local schools to amalgamate. Educating 
and giving all children the best opportunities to thrive 
have been my main focus all my working life. 
 



Governance at  
Gatten and Lake Primary School                  June 2017 
 
I was asked to be a Governor three years ago and 
currently hold the portfolio for the: 

 Quality of teaching, learning and 
assessment 

 Tracking pupil progress and 
achievement 

 SEND 
 
I meet with the SENCO regularly, as well as subject 
leaders and teachers, about quality of teaching and 
learning.  
 
It is a privilege to work alongside a hardworking, 
committed and successful team of people as well as 
all of the school staff. I have visited the school on 
many occasions this academic year, speaking with 
children and staff therefore gaining an overview on 
how Gatten and Lake is an achieving, thriving and 
happy school. 
 

Richard Davison 

Hello, my name is Richard 
Davison and I was appointed 
as Parent Governor in October 
2015.  

 
Both my son and daughter 
attend Gatten and Lake 
Primary School and as such 
feel I have a vested interest in 
the school.  Prior to moving to 
the Island April 2015, I was a 
serving member of Her 

Majesties Armed Forces.  I spent 17 years in the 
Royal Navy and aim to adapt the knowledge and 
skills gained from this to being part of the Governing 
Body. 

 
I hold the Governor Portfolio in the following areas: 

 

 Parental Engagement. 

 Continuous Personal Development. 

 Data and Outcomes. 
 

This Portfolio has seen me attend a PTA Meeting, to 
allow me an opportunity to understand their role and 
commitment better.  I monitor Parent View1 to 
ensure that the Parents voice is heard, as well as 
analysing with the HT questionnaires to parents/ 
carers & the production of this Newsletter to provide 
a link to the school’s community.  
 

                                                
1 https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

Recent feedback from parents/carers about 
school Governance:  
 
The School has an effective Governing Body: 
 

 
Please remember that the school only received back 
55 completed forms so responses only indicate the 
view of just over a quarter of our parents/carers.  
 
Whilst there is some evidence to show that 
parents/carers view the Governors of the school as 
effective there is evidence of some people 
disagreeing or not knowing about the work of 
Governors.  
 
We would like to help you to know more so we invite 
you to attend a coffee morning to meet us and learn 
what we do to support the school and have a general 
chat about work within the school.  
 

Please come along to our 
 
 
 

on 
Friday 7th July 

9am in the school hall. 
We would like to meet you and 

discuss your child’s school.  
 

 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/

