
How we learn at Gatten and Lake Primary School 

 

The school Curriculum has changed dramatically over time and in the last couple of 

years particularly so. There will be many differences between the way children learn 

now and how you as parents, carers and grandparents will have learnt at school! We 

endeavour to keep as up to date as possible with the latest developments in teaching 

and learning and would like to share some of these with you.  

 

Learning starts with play. The EYFS 

Curriculum ensures children have a 

wide range of experiences that allow 

them the opportunity to makes 

choices and extend learning 

situations for themselves. The 

teaching staff have a very important 

job of ensuring that the classroom 

has an enabling environment that 

supports communication and 

language development, physical 

development and personal, social 

and emotional development.  

Tapestry is an online learning journal which supports teaching staff, parents, carers, 

to record, track and celebrate children’s progress in the Early Years education. 

Tapestry enhances the special time the children have in their first school year; from 

their first day at school; to their encounters of messy play; phonics delivery; 

engagement in mathematics task or simply a magical moment of child-initiated play. 

Each moment is captured and adds to the journey over time. As parents, carers and 

grandparents your learning journey at home is equally important, it is an opportunity 

for you to share moments of home learning and to upload photos and videos to add 

to your child’s journey.    

 

Transition is important for us at Gatten 

and Lake. We have taken the time to 

develop effective transition for our 

pupils and it is an area of ongoing 

reflective practise between year 

groups, key stages and particularly on 

entry and exit from Primary school.  

 



Learning can happen inside and outside of 

the classroom. In EYFS children have free 

flow opportunities to explore environments 

at their leisure. This is less spontaneous in 

KS1 and KS2 however there are many 

opportunities to use different parts of the 

school. The learning street is conducive to 

effective learning opportunities as is the 

studio, the hall or the outdoor space 

(particularly in the summer). Trips and 

visits out of school also enhance the 

education of the pupils and a broad range of experiences are covered for specific areas 

of the curriculum as well as age appropriate social and emotional development through 

residential trips.  

 

 

In learning time in the classroom we talk 

about our learning journey. In English 

we think about what we are aiming to do 

in two to three weeks but we need to 

understand the steps along the way.  

 

Our English and Maths learning walls 

help us with this. They indicate key 

aspects of learning on our journey.  

 

 

In lessons we have a learning 

intention so we know what we are 

learning in the lesson. To help us to 

achieve this we work with our teacher 

on setting success criteria. These are 

steps that will help me be successful in 

my learning and to make my work 

better.  

 



Working with a talking partner will help children 

share ideas; plan their work and reflect on their 

learning together. It is a reciprocal process. 

Talking partners change regularly and can be 

random partners in a discrete lesson.  

Learners are encouraged to apply learning 

attitudes such as: showing resilience; finding 

links and connections between learning; 

adapting to change; being curious and applying 

creativity to help solve problems. Practising using these skills will help us to become 

lifelong learners.  

Work can take many forms. Sometimes it is independent; sometimes is paired work 

or work with a talking partner, sometimes a group approach may be the best 

method with a teacher to support or without. Having a balance of ways to approach 

learning is best so there are opportunities for everyone to learn.  

 

Some learners are visual learners so visual tools are necessary, auditory learners 

need to hear the information and kinaesthetic learners need a practical approach 

with hands on learning. There are opportunities for all of these styles of learning 

within the curriculum and whilst everyone has a preferred learning style it is 

essential we use a variety of approaches to support everyone’s skill development.  



Mistakes are just as important 

as accuracy! If a mistake is 

made in learning there are 

scaffolded opportunities to 

improve learning. If mistakes 

are not made we might 

question whether learning has 

been challenging enough!!  

 

Learning will be presented in different 

ways. There will be lots of learning in 

books but there are other ways for 

children to present work they have learnt, 

these include: work on mini-whiteboards; 

discussions in small groups; work on a laptop or I-pad; task with a learning partner or 

presenting work back to the teacher or groups of children.  

 

 

 

 

We all have a democratic voice in the classroom. We share our ideas in many ways; 

through group feedback, thumbs in or through teachers randomly selecting lolly sticks 

to select someone to share their views. Democracy is a big word and a big idea but it 

means we have the chance to have a say, share opinions and make our voice heard. 

This includes making important decisions at times with/for the school council.  



At times work may be presented to the class as a good example and as an example 

to support learning. Teachers can 

project work onto the board using a 

visualiser and then the class can 

work on this together to identify the 

features in the success criteria or to 

identify next steps for individuals and 

groups of pupils. This helps both the 

individual and peers to develop 

reflective learning skills so children 

have an opportunity to edit and 

enhance their work.  

 

 

Teachers also mark work. Not every piece is marked as sometimes children need to 

mark their own work to identify their own successes and misconceptions and equally 

sometimes friends mark each other’s work so they help each other out. The teacher 

helps to reflect on success as well as next steps. The pupil then goes back and reviews 

teachers comments to help build on successes.  

 

 

 



After learning has taken place in school there is the opportunity to continue to develop 

core skills at home, through extended learning opportunities. Homework reflects work 

the children are completing in the classroom both in English and Mathematics. Spelling 

homework is set according to individual phonic phases of development. Reading is 

ongoing learning. Books are brought home to share however we always encourage 

the most important part – asking lots of questions. Questions about information you 

can find on the page as well as making the children think about: characters feelings 

and actions; the authors vocabulary choices and alternatives; predicting the remainder 

of the chapter or story; linking to books about similar themes and identifying 

grammatical features in the text.  

 

Thank you for taking in an interest in learning at Gatten and Lake. Please come and 

join us for our next stay and share the learning session to see learning in action…  

 

 


