
 

Gatten and Lake Primary School Curriculum News 

Years 5, Spring 2 - The Ancient Egyptians 

 

           
 
Over the forthcoming half term, the children will be: 

 

o Learning about the location, climate and landscape/terrain of Egypt and North 

Africa. 

o Developing their understanding of ancient civilisations and their place in history 

and using timelines to position these. 

o Using sources of evidence and archaeological finds to make deductions about 

how the Ancient Egyptians lived. 

o Writing Newspaper reports based on the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb and 

the mummification process.  

o Focussing on Ancient Egyptian Gods, Pyramids and Mummies 

o Using Art and Design to create Egyptian Death Masks, Pyramids, Canopic Jars 

and recreating Egyptian Hieroglyphs.  

o Using ICT to look at coding and cryptology. 

o Developing their research skills using the internet to find information about the 

Ancient Egyptians 

o Looking at Ancient Egyptian numeral systems 

o Our SEAL unit in PSHE is ‘Good to be Me.’ 

 

At home your child could: 

o Find out about the different Egyptian Gods and Goddesses 

o Research the story of ‘Howard Carter’ and the opening of Tutankhamun’s tomb  

o Use hieroglyphs to create a story. 

 

Also please note: 

            Year 5 swimming will continue until 22nd March. 

o As well as reading at home, it is important to keep practising those times tables 

at home too. We will be running regular times-tables and mental maths tests in 

class to check on your child’s progress in their mental recall. 

o Keep checking the Year 5 Blog for updates and posts about what’s happening in 

Year 5, accessible from the school website www.gattenandlake.wordpress.com 

 

http://www.gattenandlake.wordpress.com/


 

Spring 1 

o In Spring Term 1 for English the children have been learning about 

what features are needed to create a poem. They read the text ‘The 

Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats’ and to hook the children in, 

they watched various video clips of how cats behaved. Afterwards 

they read lots of poems, looking at the features and then they wrote 

their own poem. The children were also given a magical performance 

of Sleeping Beauty for their second English journey, where they will 

be pretending to be either the King or the Queen. They will be 

writing a persuasive letter to their subjects asking them to destroy 

the wool spinning wheels in a bid to prevent the Wicked Witch from 

poisoning the Princess. 

  
 

o In our Maths journeys we have focused on place value along with 

addition and subtraction. In place value they were counting 

forwards and backwards in steps of 10, 100, 1000 and 10,000, using 

negative numbers and developing their reasoning and problems 

solving skills. During addition and subtraction, they were using 

formal written methods and again developing their reasoning and 

problem-solving skills. 

 

o In our science we have been exploring forces where the children 

have investigated the different types of forces such as gravity, and 

the other forces that act on gravity such as air resistance, water 

resistance, friction and driving force. They have researched who 

discovered gravity and investigated the link between mass and 

weight. The children also investigated gear changes using various 

sizes and different numbers of gears. They notice how fast or slow 

they went, along with which direction they moved. Finally, they 

experimented how pulleys reduced the force needed to pull objects. 

 

                        


