
 

 

Gatten and Lake Primary School Curriculum News 

   Year 6  Spring 1  -  ‘City Limits’ - Portsmouth 

 

                                                                                               
 

           Over the forthcoming half term the children will be: 

 

The children will now be embarking on a revision schedule for the next 10 weeks until their SATs 

tests in May. They will be experiencing some tests to help prepare them and enable them to 

develop test technique and speed. They will be revising all aspects taught over the last 7 years. 

However, we will be still focussing on a class text in English this half term and continuing with 

playscripts linked to our Sleeping Beauty pantomime before exploring William Shakespeare’s 

Macbeth and creating narrative from a script. 

 

          During our afternoon sessions the children will be covering: 

o In Science, the children will be learning about electricity and circuits. 

o In Geography, the children will be looking at Portsmouth as a city. The will explore the changes to 

this settlement over time and the human geography aspects of this city such as trade and 

economics. They will design guides and adverts for tourism. 

o In PSHE, the children will be focussing on the theme of ‘It’s Good to be me’.  

o In Art, the children will create paintings, charcoal images and pen and ink images of HMS 

Warrior. 

o In DT, the children will link the work completed in science on electricity and using circuits, motors 

and propellers will design and make moving hovercrafts, cars and boats. 

o In RE, the children will be learning about resurrection and this will link specifically to the 

resurrection of Jesus at Easter. 

o Our PE units for this half term are: striking and fielding and gym-fit circuits. 

        

 

            At home your child could: 

o Research the Mary Rose, HMS Warrior and HMS Victory- perhaps creating an information 

booklet. 

 

           As a family you may like to: 

o Visit Portsmouth, taking in the sites such as the Spinnaker tower and visit the historical dockyard 

to look at HMS Warrior and Victory and also the new exhibition of the Mary Rose. Also, you might 

like to explore Action Stations and the fun activities within. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Gatten and Lake Primary School 

Year 6-  What we did last half term in Spring Part 1 

                                                                                                 
    The first half of the Spring term focussed on the theme of Ancient China and the Shang Dynasty. 

 

In English, we studied a wonderful text written by Mal Peet.  

‘Night Sky Dragons’ is a narrative text based in China which linked brilliantly 

to our theme on Ancient China and the Shang Dynasty. The children wrote 

letters as the characters in the book. They also started play scripts 

following our visit by M&M productions who performed the story of Sleeping 

Beauty for the whole school. 

 

In Maths lessons, the children have worked hard on developing their problem 

solving and reasoning skills. They have focussed on angles, co-ordinates and 

fractions, decimals and percentages. The children also enjoyed taking part in our 

Numbers day as part of a NSPCC charity fundraiser. 

 

       Across the curriculum, Year 6 have enjoyed developing their skills in both  

       gymnastics and aerobics as part of our PE and in RE developed their  

       understanding of how people view God. 

 

In Art, the children enjoyed reproducing the Willow Tree 

pattern as part of our Ancient China theme and in DT they developed their food 

technology skills and in groups designed either a noodle or rice dice which they made, 

tasted and evaluated.  

    

    As part of our open class afternoon, we conducted a Science experiment  

    using yeast to help develop our understanding of micro-organisms.  

 

Since January the children have also enjoyed taking part in 

our new daily physical exercise. Between 10-15 minutes a 

day is now spent on either skipping, an on-line workout or 

taking part in a-mile-a-day. Already the children’s fitness 

and endurance levels have improved and they have enjoyed                

                                                                  these daily sessions. 

 

  The past 5 weeks have certainly flown by and the children have worked so hard.  
  This was certainly the case during our final week whereby the children took part  

   in a MOCK SAT week. They displayed a super attitude and enjoyed the daily  

   breakfast and a chance to experience what the tests will be like in May.  


