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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,  
 
Uniform  

This is the time of year that we sometimes see a change in uniform, such as shorts starting to appear 
in with the brighter weather (hopefully no more hail or snow) and summer dresses are worn as the 
weather warms up. 

Please can I take this opportunity to remind everyone, that we have a uniform at Gatten and Lake 
School we are proud of and the children should be proud to wear. This is clearly identified in the 
school brochure and in communications between school, parents and carers. Uniform needs to be the 
same or without any difference, meaning that we create a dress code for all children. Staff also have a 
dress code as part of the staff handbook and whilst this is not uniform based there are stipulations 
that all staff adhere to.  

Please ensure that your child is fully equipped with the correct uniform for school. This helps to 
promote the inclusive, equal team ethos in school and everyone is and feels included within this.  

Plain black school shoes are important and must be worn, trainers are not permitted in school, except 
for PE. This prepares pupils well for secondary school, where there are very strict rules around their 
uniform code. Thank you in advance for working with us to make sure that every child is ready and 
prepared for school and represents the school and themselves in the best way possible.  

Earrings 

Our school uniform and brochure indicate that only a small stud earring can be worn at school if 
children have their ears pierced. However, whilst doing PE these MUST be removed. We follow the 
national PE Guidance that specifically states that if earrings are worn, it is the responsibility of the 
teacher if anything was to happen to damage the child’s ear. We have also contacted our independent 
Health and safety Advisor regarding this too. Teacher’s, quite rightly, at Gatten and Lake do not want 
to take this level of responsibility when delivering PE lessons and will strictly adhere to the guidelines. 
Therefore, earrings will not be taped for PE lessons, but will need to be removed by the children and 
put in a safe place during the lesson, or in preference not worn to school on PE days of the week. 
Thank you for your full cooperation in this, making children’s safety paramount at all times.  

If you plan to have your child’s ears pierced a good opportunity for this is at the start of the summer 
break, then ears have time to heal and can be bathed as suggested. This also allows the earrings to 
settle and the holes to form, so removal and changing of earrings can be easily managed by 
September. Thank you.  

 
Easter Bonnets  
A HUGE well done and thank you for the sterling effort everyone has put into the Easter bonnet/hat 
competition. A phenomenal amount of effort has gone into making such wonderful bonnets and hats, 
along with a lot of family engagement whilst working together on a project. I’m sure you will agree, 
that all the children have worked hard and their work has been recognised. Thank you for your 
continued support of the school and with your children’s learning and engagement in their tasks. 

NEWSFLASH 

05/04/2019 
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Responsibility – including walking to and from school 

We have been talking with the children this week about different responsibilities they have now from 
age 4 to age 11 and how this changes as they become older, wiser and more mature. This in turn 
changes when they become adults and are ready to become much more independent, but how also 
adults have considerable responsibilities too.  

As part of this we discussed walking to and from school with independence from Year 4 and up. We 
have a walking to and from school policy which clearly identifies whether a child is mature and safe 
enough to walk, scoot or cycle to and from school on their own. Parents and carers have to give 
consent for this to happen and it has to be deemed safe by the school to allow this to happen, by 
being able to recall a safe route, ensuring they know what to do in an emergency and what to do if 
they don’t feel safe.  

We have had a few reports recently of some poor choices on routes home from school, so we urge 
you all to discuss roadside safety with your child over the break and we will continue this in school. 
Whilst we can sometimes offer support regarding incidents that occur outside of school, it is difficult 
to investigate as thoroughly as we have not been witness to these incidents. Therefore, a point of 
contact would be the PCSO or police if child safety is jeopardised. Thank you in advance in working 
with us to ensure the safety of each and every member of the 
school community.  

Stay and Share the Learning 

It has been lovely to see how many people came to join the 
children and classrooms for Stay and Share the Learning this week. 
I know this can be tricky for many parents and carers due to work 
commitments. However, if another family member or friend is 
available to work with your child, they are always welcome. There 
is more information and photographs on the school blogs, via the 
website, to see the super work of the children (and their adults!)  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking for Additional Income? 
Are you a qualified teacher or teaching assistant or do you have a university degree, TEFL 
qualification or similar? 
I am currently looking for families who could accommodate a foreign student, usually aged 12 - 19, 
during the summer.  The students are mainly from France and usually stay for 1 or 2 weeks.  To be a 
host family, you will need to have a private bedroom for a student, you will need to provide 3 meals a 
day and teach English on a 1-2-1 basis for a couple of hours a day in your own home.   
Earnings would be between £300 - £400 a week.   For more information, please contact : 
Andy Buxton on 07932 78289 or email homelanguageiow@gmail.com 
 

YR – Teddy 

Bear’s Picnic 

Y4 – Creepy Crawly 

Sculptures 
Y5 – Papercraft 

Flowers 

mailto:homelanguageiow@gmail.com
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Clubs – Summer Half Term  
Thank you for the quick replies to the club letters sent out this week. All clubs have been allocated 
and text messages confirming attendance at clubs have been sent. It is essential that children are 
fully committed to attending clubs each and every week. Staff give valuable time to run these clubs 
despite having many other commitments and tasks to complete during the working week. Some 
children are disappointed as they have not been allocated a place at a club due to it being filled 
quickly. Therefore, commitment is expected by all children to take up and use their space. If children 
do not attend their club, the space will be allocated to another child on the waiting list. Thank you in 
advance for your understanding in this matter. We are looking forward to the Reception class joining 
the school for clubs in the summer term!  
 
Stars of the Week 
There will be no Stars of the Week assembly on the first Monday after Easter but this will start again on 
Monday 23rd April. Keep your eyes peeled for the first week’s newsletter. 
  
School Money Payments for Dinner Money and Trips 
I’m pleased to say this service is really helping many people with weekly dinner money and trip payments 
for children across the school. Thank you for managing accounts so well and the majority of accounts are 
paid up to date. Please ensure that any arrears on pupil accounts are paid up to date during the holiday. 
Thank you for your continued support of the school and your understanding of ensuring the balances are 
paid promptly, particularly at the end of the financial year and the start of a new one. 
 
Stamp the Footprint 
Global warming is now becoming a greater concern not just nationally but internationally. 1 million species 
are heading towards extinction and the world’s oceans are at risk of dying. However, it is not just the 
environment that is feeling the impact of global warming but all of us. One of the main influences on global 
warming is carbon dioxide pollution caused by human activity. So we are delighted to announce that the 
school is taking part in the ‘Stamp the Footprint’ scheme which is a new initiative by local charity, The 
Footprint Trust. The Footprint Trust is collecting used postal stamps to reduce our carbon footprint as well 
as raising funds to help local Island residents to escape fuel poverty. For every 3 kilos of stamps collected 
The Footprint Trust are able to cut 22 kilos of carbon dioxide as well as raise funds to tackle fuel poverty. 
So, if you have any old stamps from the post you have received, then these can be donated into a ‘Stamp 
the Footprint’ box which will now be located in the school office.  
 
 
School Menu for this week: 

Day Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

Monday Spaghetti Bolognaise, Carrots & 
Garden Peas 

Wholemeal Pasta Neapolitan 
with Spinach, Carrots & Garden 
Peas 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna 
Mayonnaise. 

Dessert: Sticky Toffee Apple Crumble with Custard/ Yogurt/ Fresh Fruit Platter 

Tuesday Sausages with Baked Potato 
Wedges & Gravy, Sweetcorn & 
Green Beans 

Quorn Sausages with Baked 
Potato Wedges & Gravy, 
Sweetcorn & Green Beans 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna 
Mayonnaise. 

Dessert: Chocolate & Beetroot Brownie/ Yogurt/ Fresh Fruit Salad 

Wednesday Roast Pork with Roast New 
Potatoes & Gravy, Fresh Mixed 
Seasonal Vegetables 

Creamy Vegetable Pie with 
Roast Potatoes & Gravy, Fresh 
Mixed Seasonal Vegetables 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna 
Mayonnaise. 

Dessert:  Apple Flapjack/ Yogurt/ Fresh Fruit Salad 

Thursday 
 

Chicken & Vegetable Wrap with 
Rice, Grated Carrot Salad & 
Mixed Green Salad 

Macaroni Cheese, Grated Carrot 
Salad & Mixed Green Salad 
 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna 
Mayonnaise. 

Dessert: Iced Sponge /   Yogurt/ Fresh Fruit Salad 

Friday Fish Fingers with Chips & 
Tomato Sauce, Baked Beans & 
Garden Peas 

Cheese & Pepper Whirl with 
Chips, Baked Beans & Garden 
Peas 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna 
Mayonnaise. 

Dessert: Fruit & Yogurt Station 
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Dates for the Diary  
Date Event 

Saturday 6th April Clothing Bank sale 10am -1pm. 50% off coats and jackets. Love Lane, Cowes, Isle 
of Wight  

Mon 8th – Fri 19th April END OF TERM EASTER BREAK  

Week 1   

Mon 22nd April  Bank Holiday Monday – Easter Monday  

Tuesday 23rd April  Welcome back to school – gates open at 8:35am – Children welcome in 
classrooms when the doors open at 8:40am.  

Wednesday 24th April  9am - Y1 Class Assembly  

Thursday 25th April 9am - Y2 Class Assembly  

Thursday 25th April Regional STEM Competition at CECAMM 

Friday 26th April  Class Photos – full uniform essential, as every day in school please.  

Week 2   

Tuesday 30th April  YR Class Assembly  

Saturday 4th May Swimarathon at the Heights  

Week 3  

  

Week 4   

Monday to Thursday  Y6 SATs Week in school 

Week 5  

  

 
More dates will follow in the first newsletter of the Summer term, during the first week back 
to school.  
 
I hope each and every one of you have a wonderful Spring break. 
Fingers crossed for some sunshine, so we can all get out and about to 
enjoy the many wonderful things on the Isle of Wight for us to enjoy. 
For those celebrating Easter – have a super, long weekend as a family.  
I look forward to welcoming you back on Tuesday 23rd April for the 
Summer Term. It is always a busy time of year and such an important 
time for the children. With SATs tests and end of year assessments, 
sports days, end of year event, Y6 residential trip, Stay and Share the 
learning, transition events, plus lots, lots more…  
 

Have a super break.  
Mrs Day 
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