
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910 or 07399 815187 

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 22nd May 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
RE: Arrangements for school reopening 

 

Following the government’s announcement that schools will reopen on Monday 1st June, I am writing to 

share the provisional arrangements we have implemented to ensure the safety of all pupils and staff on 

their return to school. These arrangements have been put into place following a robust risk assessment 

process.  

 

We are of course really looking forward to seeing all the children once again, but I would like to reassure 

you that the safety of our school community is our priority. We will continue to review the arrangements 

that are implemented at this stage and will update you with any changes as and when we make them. 

 

As a school, we endeavour to reopen to pupils in year/s YR, Y1, Y6 from 8:45am on Monday 1st June, 

subject to any further guidance or government decision. We will also continue to be open for key worker or 

vulnerable children.  

 

We recognise that some of you may have concerns about your child returning to school and that for some 

children, another change will be unsettling for them. We appreciate all your feedback and anxieties, 

completed on the initial Google Form data collection and we have endeavoured to address as many of 

these as we can. We also understand that the past weeks will have been challenging for many families. If 

you would like to talk to us about your child and any concerns you have about their return to school, 

please – in the first instance – contact the school via email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk and this email 

will be triaged to the correct person to make contact with you. If your child has an EHC plan, we will 

arrange for the school SENCO, Mrs Preston, to make contact and support you and your child with their 

return to school.  

 

Maintaining a safe school environment 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the preventative measures the school has put in 

place in order to minimise the spread of infection. 

 

As per the advice from the government, the following actions for infection control remain in place: 

 Displaying coronavirus infection control measures information posters around the school 

 Encouraging good hygiene by promoting the importance of handwashing for at least 20 seconds 

with warm water and soap in the following circumstances: 

mailto:admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk
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- Before leaving home 

- On arrival at school 

- After using the toilet 

- After breaks and sporting activities 

- Before food preparation 

- Before eating any food, including snacks 

- Before leaving school 

 Installing alcohol-based hand sanitiser dispensers that contain at least 60 percent alcohol 

throughout the school 

 Ensuring pupils and staff understand that they must cover their cough or sneeze with a tissue, then 

throw the tissue away in a bin and immediately wash their hands.  

 Ensuring frequently touched objects and surfaces are cleaned and disinfected more regularly than 

usual 

 Having an additional clean of the school every lunchtime, to clean all essential items e.g. door 

handles, toilet flushes, toilets, etc…  

 Calling NHS 111 if someone becomes unwell, isolating any unwell people 

in a separate room, and providing a separate bathroom, where possible 

 Telling staff to stay at home for seven days if they develop symptoms of 

coronavirus 

 

Toys that the younger children play with, will be cleaned each day using Milton 

steriliser. Small items will be placed in net bags to clean appropriately.  

 

As an important part of our school community, I would ask that you continue to 

encourage good infection control practices at home, such as thorough 

handwashing, and keep your child informed about the things they can do to 

discourage the spread of infection. 

 

As per the current NHS and government advice, you should keep your child at home, for a period of seven 

days, if they develop coronavirus symptoms. Symptoms include a high temperature, a new, continuous 

cough and loss of the sense of smell or taste. Where symptoms continue after seven days, or begin to 

worsen, you should call 111. If someone in your child’s household has symptoms, your child must self-

isolate for 14 days from the day the other person’s symptoms started. This is because it can take 14 days 

for symptoms to appear. More information regarding symptoms and actions can be found on the NHS 

website (https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/). 

 

If you think your child may have been exposed to or has coronavirus, please contact the school on 01983 

869910 at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Arrangements for the start and end of the school day 

 

The beginning and end of the school day are the busiest times for children and adults congregating 

together in one place and maintaining safe distances within normal arrangements can be a challenge. We 

have implemented the following measures for when pupils return to school: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


                                                                               

                        
 

 

There will be a staggered start to the school day, to ensure we can safely get all children onto the site, 

maintaining as much social distancing as possible.  

It is essential children are brought to school by one adult only. This is not a family meeting place at 

present and only one parent at any time will be welcome on site. Please walk around the perimeter of the 

building to drop off and collect your child from the classroom. The school site will be one way. On entering 

the site, the route will be through the usual entrance gate into the KS1 play area. The route will then 

follow around the school building to the KS2 side and then back down the side of the hall and back into the 

car park, to exit via the large left hand car park gate.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Arrival Times 

 

 Key worker and vulnerable children will be welcome to arrive at 8:45am – to go to the Y4 

classroom (or respective YR, Y1 or Y6 classroom) 

 Year 6 – to arrive from 9am – to go to the Y6 / Y5 classroom.  

 Year 1 – to arrive from 9:15am – to go to the Y1/Y2 classroom. 

 Year R – to arrive from 9:30am – to go to the YR classroom / office area 

 

It is important that all children are prepared to be dropped at the door, where staff will welcome them in. 

Unfortunately, parents and carers are not permitted in the building at this time.  

It is therefore essential that communications are completed via Class DoJo or by telephone or email. We 

hope you understand and appreciate the reasons for this. No book bags or ruck sacks need to come in 

with the children to reduce the possibility of cross contamination. However, your child must bring a water 

bottle daily and have it in their hand on arrival as well as a lunch box or disposable bag of lunch if they are 

not having a hot meal.  

 



                                                                               

                        
 

Collecting arrangements will be the same – with the same route in operation. The children will be ready for 

you to collect at the allocated times below. However, in order to ensure everyone’s safety please maintain 

social distancing whilst waiting outside. We will work as quickly as we can to dismiss the children safely. 

Safeguarding at the end of the day still needs to remain vigilant at all times.   

 

Walking to and from school alone for Y4-Y6, will not be permitted at present, as we need to know all 

children are walking with family and socially distancing from others. For this reason, it will also not be 

essential for any child to bring a mobile phone to school, so they will not be permitted on the school site. 

This is another risk of transfer of infection between home and school.  

 

Collection Times: 

 YR – 2:15pm 

 Y1 – 2:30pm 

 Y6 – 2:45pm 

 Key worker / vulnerable children – 3pm 

 

Please also remember road and pavement safety at the start and end of the school day and remain socially 

distanced on entering and exiting school, on your journey to and from school. If you can walk, cycle or 

scoot to school, please do so, to gain your daily exercise, but also to reduce the traffic congestion in the 

area. Please arrive at your allocated times, to avoid long periods of congestion outside of the school and to 

cause minimal disruption to our respected residents in the area.  

 

Breakfast Club 

 

Unfortunately, breakfast club will not be offered at this time as we cannot offer discrete groupings and 

children would have to then mix with other groups of children. We will endeavour to get this service back 

up and running soon as possible, when the guidance we are following allows this to be feasible.  

 

After School Club 

 

For the reasons stated above – due to children from different groups or ‘bubbles’ mixing this is not 

possible. We will update you, when we have any updates regarding after school club.  

 

Travel to school via Public transport  

 

If your child travels to school via public transport, please ensure you visit the relevant company website to 

be advised of any changes to travel arrangements. 

 

Arrangements for breaktimes and lunchtimes 

 

We recognise the importance for all pupils to have a break from learning and to enjoy time outside during 

the school day. Reconnecting with friends will be an important aspect of pupils settling back into school 

life, but we have made some adjustments to break and lunch times.  

 



                                                                               

                        
 

Break time will be staggered throughout the morning, to ensure groups of children are not mixing. Once 

the children are in a group in school, they will remain in that group until they return home. The children 

will have fresh air and exercise as part of their break time. However, it will be impossible to guarantee 2m 

social distancing at this time. We will endeavour to keep the children as far apart as possible. Children do 

forget and we do not have a 1:1 ratio, which is the only way this could be maintained.  

 

Lunchtime will be similar. Outside time will be staggered.  

ALL children will eat in their allocated classroom – both home packed lunches and hot meals. Hot meals 

will be wheeled to the classroom and the adults in the classroom will collect and take to the children’s 

tables. These will be cleared in the same way, but in reverse! 

 

No items will be allowed to be brought from home for break times, as is in the school rules now. However, 

this will now extend to pocket sized toys too. We do not have the facilities for sterilising each child’s 

individual toy, therefore these need to stay safely at home and can be awaiting the return of children from 

school. We are giving you as much notice of this as possible so you can introduce your child to this idea 

immediately.  

 

The school day 

 

To minimise the number of pupils and staff assembling for periods of time, we have made the following 

changes to the school day: 

Classroom layout will be similar to the pictures below:  

 

This allows for the pupils to be 2 metres apart from 

each other and not able to reach the table next to 

them.  

Children will be allocated a table on their day of 

return & this will remain their table.  

Every child will have their own stationery set – 

provided by the school - so no transference to 

other pupils or staff.  

Children will be monitored going to and from the 

toilet, to ensure appropriate handwashing. 

   



                                                                               

                        
 

The classroom layout will seem different to start with, but the children will soon adapt to it. We will still 

promote talk and communication through discussion and debates as part of the class… I can already think  

of some really good topics!  

 

The Learning Street  

The Learning Street will become an ‘adults only’ zone. This will not be accessed by the children. They will 

remain in their classroom or the outside environment during the day.  

The Learning Street will become a one-way system… 

      
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This allows for safe movement of staff 
between areas to collect, clean and return 
resources as well as access to adult toilets 

and facilities safely.  
Staff will work in small ‘bubbles’ as well, so 
they are not mixing outside of these groups 

during the day.  



                                                                               

                        
 

 

Staffing in bubbles will be confirmed before the children return.  

 

Whole school assemblies – will now be virtual, once a week! The children will be able to access these in 

each classroom. This will have a chat function, to allow the children to ask me, Mrs Day, and/or answer a 

question, as we would do in the usual forum! (More technology we are getting used to!)  

We will continue to do some of our learning outside – but the same rules will apply as in the classroom – 

spacing and distancing will have to be maintained.  

There will be NO after school clubs during the summer term at all, as we cannot mix the children once they 

are in school, into different groups or bubbles.  

 

Intimate care or illness: 

 

If your child has an accident or is ill in school, school staff will be able to 

help your child as usual however, staff will have to wear PPE. The PPE 

they will be wearing will be as follows and may look like this…  

A pair or blue gloves, a mask and an apron.  

We do not want children to be worried by this, so this picture 

demonstrates the kit to be worn.  

 

PPE / Facemasks 

As the guidance states, PPE will only be needed in a minority of cases 

where a learner becomes unwell and is supervised until they can return 

home. Staff will not be wearing PPE during the usual day and face masks 

are not being used. Children will also not be wearing face masks in 

school.   

 

School events 

 

Please note the following events have been cancelled. 

 Y6 – Kingswood Residential Visit – refunds awaited from company. Once received they will be 

returned to you.  

 Sports Day 

 Summer Fair 

 Gala Dinner 

 All school trips scheduled for the summer term 

 Country Dancing Festival 

 End of Year School Concert 

 

Support for pupils and families 

 

We do not underestimate how difficult the recent weeks have been for us all and everyone will have been 

touched in some way by the coronavirus pandemic. We recognise the need to focus on pupils’ emotional 

wellbeing as well as their return to learning.  



                                                                               

                        
 

 

Parents may wish to seek guidance and support for themselves – please see attached sheet for information  

 

These arrangements are not exhaustive, as I am sure you can imagine, there are continuous updates and 

amendments, guidance and documentation to read, so there may be changes to this as the days pass and 

we will inform you of any new arrangements. However, I hope that these arrangements provide you with 

the majority of information you need to support your child to return to school.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity, to thank you for supporting the school over recent weeks and 

supporting your child with their home learning. There have been some remarkable posts and celebrations 

of home learning each and every day. The children’s faces, rich language, positive experiences and time 

with family have all touched me on a daily basis. THANK YOU for the feedback over the last few weeks and 

the communication, updates, cakes on occasions and telephone queries. Please do continue to feedback to 

us as your comments are very important to us. We will be sending out another questionnaire today to 

confirm, whether after reading this, you intend to send your child back to school from 1st June.  

 

I will be in touch soon,  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Rebecca Day - Headteacher  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                               

                        
 

Here are some useful agencies offering guidance and support: 

 

 

 CAMHS (child and adolescent mental health services) resources. https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/  

 NHS self help resources. https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters 

 Samaritans – call free 24 hours a day on 116 123  

 National Domestic Abuse Helpline – call for free and confidential advice, 24 hours a day on 0808 

2000 247 

 You First – Domestic Abuse Support – 0800 234 6266 

 Shelter provide free confidential information, support and legal advice on all housing and 

homelessness issues if you call 0330 0536 083 (please note, this is not a free phone number and 

your call will be charged). A free webchat is available at 

https://england.shelter.org.uk/get_help/webchat 

 NHS and School Nursing:  
The NHS 0-19 Public health team including Health Visitors and School Nurses will continue to be 
available via our duty desk:  Tel: 821388  
Email: www.0-19dutydesk@nhs.net 
We have a Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/IOWPHTEAM/ 
We recommend that parents and young people have a look at these websites for general health 
advice. 
https://what0-18.nhs.uk/ 
https://www.nhs.uk/ 
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https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters
https://england.shelter.org.uk/get_help/webchat
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