The Foundation Stage
Parents Information

Staff you’ll get to know well!
Mrs Day – Head Teacher
Miss Mitchell – Reception Class Teacher
Monday, Tuesday Wednesday

Mrs Lightfoot –Reception Class Teacher
& EYFS Lead
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

Jayne Poulton – Family Liaison Officer

What is the Foundation Stage?
• The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the stage
of education for children from birth to the end of the
Reception year.
It is based on the
recognition that
children learn best
through play and
active learning.

How your children will learn…
Characteristics of effective learning:
Playing and Exploring (Engagement)
Finding out and exploring
Playing with what they know
Being willing to have a go

Active Learning (Motivation)
Being involved and concentrating
Keeping trying
Enjoying achieving what they set out to do

Creating and Thinking Critically (Thinking)
Having their own ideas
Making links
Choosing ways to do things

Prime Areas:

•
•
•

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Physical Development
Communication and Language

Specific Areas:

•
•
•
•

Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design

We love to play at school!
“Adults who help children to play
are adults who help children to
learn.”

A typical day in our Reception Class…
8.40 – Doors Open and children self register and settle
8.50 – Register and Singing Time
9.30 –Letters and Sounds group followed by Free-Flow
11.30 –Maths
11.45 – Lunch
12.30 – Register and Circle Time followed by Free Flow
2.30 – Tidy Up and Story
3.00 – Home Time
The children have access to the Snack Café with milk, water and
fruit all morning.
Outside is open for play at Free-Flow times.
We usually have one session in the library and one session in the
hall each week.

Monitoring Progress
• Each of the 7 areas of learning has its own set of Early
Learning Goals which determine what most children are
expected to achieve by the end of Reception Class.
• We use ‘Development Matters’ to identify the developing
knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes that children
will need if they are to achieve the early learning goals by
the end of the EYFS.
• We collect evidence of each child’s learning in a Learning
Journal and on Tapestry.

We value your contributions on Tapestry to
see your child’s achievements, at home and
school!

Tapestry
Share your e-mail
address with us and
either download the free
app or visit the website
to securely view your
child’s Learning Journey.
You can receive e-mail
notifications when we
add something new as
well as adding your own
contributions.

Your evidence is vital
•
•
•
•
•

Talk to your child.
Upload photos of family events or trips.
Share any customs you may have.
Share discussions, play or maths games.
During the year we may send a generic message via
Tapestry asking you to please upload a picture,
message, photo or video.
• Children love to share with the class!
• It is all evidence for your child’s learning journey.

How you can find out how your
child is getting on?
It is important that parents and the staff caring for your
child work together. We want you to feel comfortable
about exchanging information and discussing things that
will benefit your child.
You will be invited for a Stay and Play session if regulations
allow to discuss your child’s individual learning plan as well
as seeing them in the class environment.

You can see what your child is getting up to at school via
Tapestry and the school website.

How can I support my child in their
learning?
• Before starting school: help them learn to write their own
name using a capital letter to start and lowercase for the rest.
Sing lots of nursery rhymes together. Practise counting
everywhere and share books and talk about the pictures. Learn
to manage dressing and undressing independently.

• When your child is set a reading book, spend time each day
sharing it together and make a comment in their Reading
Record. Aim to read each one at least three times together.

How can I support my child in their
learning?
• Practise sounds and tricky words cards every day. Encourage
mark making and writing like shopping lists or letters.

• Sing number rhymes and play simple board games.
• Add events at home onto Tapestry.

Uniform
• Please ensure that your child’s name is in all
items of clothing, including shoes!
• Socks should be grey, black or white.
• P.E kit must be kept in school, so that it is
available every day. It can be taken home
half termly to be washed.
• Your child will be taking part in lots of
interesting and sometimes messy
experiences, so may come home dirty! It is all
part of the fun!

A few reminders…
• You must inform us if someone different is collecting your child.
• Any absence requires a signed written note.
• Nail varnish or temporary tattoos are not permitted.
• Drinks bottles MUST contain water.
• Please bring your child’s birth certificate to be photocopied.
• Can you help us to get ‘FSM’ funding?

A few reminders…
• Look out for story and tour videos on the school
website!
https://gattenandlake.wordpress.com/
• Please sign up for a home visit – it supports the
children when they start in September.
• If you have any concerns or questions, share this with
us so we can work together.

See you in September!
Your child’s settling in week will begin on:
Monday 7th September
Your child will either attend mornings OR afternoons.
9am-11am OR 1pm-3pm
Children begin full-time from Monday 14th September.

All younger children are entitled to a free school meal so there is no need
to provide lunch, our marvellous cook will do that! We will also provide a
free piece of fruit for mid-morning snack. Please do remember to fill out
the milk form for free milk for the under 5s.

If you have any concerns or questions, we will be happy
to help you.
Check the school website!

