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                           Tel: 01983 869910 or 07399 815187 

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Wednesday 22nd July 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Well, the final day of this term for the children has finally arrived. Our usual stocks of tissues we order for the 
last day of term, have still been ordered… as we still very much have the same emotions for this group of Year 
Six children that very sadly will be leaving us today. Of course ,we would usually be setting up the hall for the 
‘Leaver’s Assembly’ but for those who thought maybe this had not been thought about, it most certainly has 
been… in fact this is a Leavers Celebration that can stay with you for a very long time. This celebration 
assembly is posted on our school website and linked to a private account. It has brought tears, of many 
different emotions, to my eyes each time I’ve watched it… huge, huge thanks to Mr Kirby, our amazing Y6 
teacher who has developed a repertoire of new skills in making this 30 minute plus recording for you all to 
treasure.  
 
I am very aware there have been so many things that have not been able to happen due to COVID-19, such 
as: the residential trip, Gala Dinner, in school assemblies, shirt signing, etc… However, we have tried really 
hard to make it special for all children and we do have some preliminary plans for a future gathering, as and 
when the Government Guidelines allow us to do so. So we will, of course, be in touch as soon as we are able to 
share any further plans with you.  
 
I genuinely wish every single child in Year Six my very best wishes as they transition to secondary school. We 
appreciate this is a huge step from primary school, usually supported by a summer transition model. I have 
been working closely with the secondary schools and they are very aware that this year is extremely different. I 
feel that everyone has a very watchful eye over this cohort of children to help them settle smoothly into their 
new schools. I have been at Gatten and Lake for all these children’s journeys throughout their time whether 
from Reception or from a later starting point. I can honestly say that each and every child has grown 
tremendously in this time – academically, socially and emotionally. I am extremely proud of these children. I 
can hand on heart say that as a school, we endeavour to provide ‘excellence for each child, each day’ as our 
school motto says and the wonderful staff that have all contributed to your children’s educational journey have 
all been a part of this. To all staff, I am so grateful. However, as parents and carers of these children you have 
been amazing too and in this final year – the challenge of balancing family life, school life, work commitments 
and home-schooling have been incredible. Your support in these times has been exceptional. Thank you.  
 
This message of thanks for the amount of time, effort, consistency and uploading of home-schooling is 
extended to everyone in the school community. We really thank you for engaging so well with the school 
curriculum and ensuring your children have kept the necessary focus during the time the school building has 
been closed to the majority of the children. Whilst buildings were closed, with the exception of children of key 
workers and vulnerable children, the life of the school has still very much continued. Leaders, teachers and all 
school staff have worked tirelessly for the benefit of all the children in the community, ensuring the curriculum 
delivery was in place and covered the necessary curriculum Age Related materials as well as following the 
curriculum planning. We appreciate some days have been easier than others and some days it may not have 
been possible at all. However, from the analysis we have completed on the children’s profiles we are so 
impressed with your engagement and support. 
 
I don’t want to raise any anxiety, however, with the wider reopening plans for September, it is essential we 
have a plan for any further local or national lockdowns. If this is the case, we will revert to the blended learning 
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model that has been on place since 23rd March. This is based around 10 principles and six daily learning tasks 
for each child. We know you are familiar with this way of working. However, we are looking forward to 
analysing the survey responses over the break to see if there are any further things we can do to support.  
 
However, hopefully we will see each and every child back in school on Wednesday 2nd September to restart 
their learning in the classroom. In the week prior to the return to school, more information will be sent to you 
regarding wider reopening and what differences there are between the school opening now and at this later 
date.  
 
Transition 
As we were, unfortunately, not able to complete transition days as usual this term, we have taken a different 
approach to transition. We have welcomed the new Reception children to the school in extremely small groups 
to meet us and will open again for them to visit over the summer break. For children in all other classes we 
have included the transition booklet part of the learning tasks in school and at home in the last week. The 
teachers have really appreciated receiving these and reading them to find out all about you all. You may have 
noticed already (I can see some people have viewed these) there are transition videos from your new teacher. 
These are short videos on your current Class DoJo page, but are videos of your new teacher introducing 
themselves and reading a short story to you. We hope you enjoy meeting your teacher in this way. But I know 
they can’t wait to meet you face to face in September.  
 
School Reports  
We hope you have now all received your child’s school report either from your child’s bubble or through the 
post. Instead of a handwritten slip this, to acknowledge receipt of the report, we have an electronic form for 
you to complete please. This captures information about your child’s report, but also about the school in 
general. We would really appreciate your time in completing this to help us evaluate practice over the break, as 
your feedback is always important to us. Thank you in advance for your time taken to complete this.  
https://forms.gle/e4C842f8Th1kPb727 
 
Breakfast Club  
In September we will be running a breakfast club for essential spaces only 
based on the recent survey results. Thank you for your submissions.   
This is due to the current guidance which recommends keeping children in pure 
classes for all learning and tasks. Bubbles will continue to operate and will not 
mix during the day.  
However, in order to manage a breakfast club provision, which is essential for 
some people, we will operate in a new location – the hall and will have separate 
year group bubbles spread across this space.  
Breakfast club will still be charged at £2.25 per session and toast will be 
served to each child, in the mornings.  
All breakfast club bookings will need to be booked in advance. All bookings will need to be made by Friday for 
the following week, through Mrs Price or the school office. Costs accrued will be added to your school money 
account for payment.  
Please complete the Google form if you need an essential space at breakfast club.  
 
School Meals  
Throughout lockdown and wider reopening, we have been one of the very few schools that have continued to 
provide hot meals for the children on a daily basis. We will of course be providing hot meals every day from 
September. Meal prices are due to increase to £2.15 per day (£10.75 per week). Hot meals will be served to 
the children in their bubbles, as we will not be using the hall for eating in the initial weeks. All children in 
Reception, Year One and Year Two will be eligible for a Universal Infant Free School Meal every day. Children 
transitioning to Y3, will no longer be eligible for this, so meals will need to be paid for each week. If you feel 
you qualify, please complete a free school meals form to check your eligibility.  
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS  
During this time we appreciate that situations may unfortunately be changing for people. I have therefore 
attached a separate document with the newsletter. This is a form for completion for the allocation of free 
school meals. The form clearly indicates the list of qualifying benefits you need to be in receipt of, to 
qualify for free school meals. The form can either be returned to school, or an application can be made 
online – as indicated on the form (www.iwight.com/schooladmissions) which, after processing, will indicate 
whether or not you are entitled to free school meals.  
 
If you feel you may now qualify for Free school meals – please do complete the form and 
return as soon as possible.  
 
 
Pencil Cases  
Since schools have been open from 23rd March, children have had their own sets of stationery. Every child in 
school is equipped with their own pencil case, including crayons, scissors, glue, pencils, pens, ruler etc… This 
will continue in September too. Children will not be allowed to bring in their own pencil case from home. We 
will continue to provide every child with their own pencil case and will replenish them as needed.  
I am sorry this Y5 and Y6 privilege is temporarily stopped, but this is necessary to avoid the unnecessary 
transfer of items from home and school.  
 
School Uniform 
Children attending school have been wearing uniform throughout 
lockdown and more recently PE Kits of PE days. This will still continue in 
September. We will inform you of PE days before the start of the school 
term.  
From September all children will need to be wearing their full school 
uniform to school as follows:  
Grey trousers, grey shorts, grey skirt or grey pinafore dress with a 
white blouse or shirt and a green and grey striped Gatten and Lake tie. 
This can be worn with a bottle green jumper or cardigan. If the weather 
is bright and sunny a green and white gingham dress can be worn instead. White polo shirts can be worn in 
KS1 and EYFS. Shoes must be plain black – no logoed trainers at all.  
 
As we now are at the last day of this term today - Wednesday 22nd July 2020, I wish everyone a 
happy, safe and healthy summer break. Everyone is very deserving of some ‘down time’ from all the hard work 
of learning in school and at home during the summer term. Staff are working hard over the next two days, 
developing the right strategic vision for the curriculum, ready for the return of more children in September. If 
you have any queries during these two days, please get in touch.  
 
Our first day back in September is Wednesday 2nd September 2020. However, more details of this will 
follow in the school break.  
 
Kind regards,  
 

Rebecca Day - Headteacher  
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