
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910  

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 18th September 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
Busy Reception Learners 
My goodness me… what  a busy week for our reception children this week and what an emotional week for 
familes, as the children start their seven year, full time journey at Primary School. The children have engaged 
really, really well in their play and learning both inside, outside and during lunchtimes. It has been a very busy, 
tiring week for the children, but so much has been achieved. New friendships are forming, phonic learning is 
underway and a focus on number and sorting is clear throughout the environment. There has been lots of 
exploration of new resources and environments, collaborative play and key group work as well. The children all 
look really smart and ready for school in their uniforms. Thank you for sending them into school prepared for 
the day with their water bottles and lunches, where lunches are needed. The children are already showing 
some independence, settling in these daily rotuines. I am sure that there are lots of tired children at home, 
after their first full week at school. I hope you have a relaxing weekend planned when hopefully, the children 
can tell you all about their first week at school.  
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Parents Evening – telephone consultations 
This year, more than ever, having had 6 months away from school and solely in your care it is paramount that 
we communicate with you, regarding how your child has settled into school. We are therefore, going to be 
completing telephone consultations with all parents/carers over the next fortnight. This will be a telephone call 
from your class teacher which will be an opportunity to discuss your child’s wellbeing, how they’ve settled back, 
any concerns or queries you may have, as well as next steps and of course any welfare concerns you may 
have.  
Due to the number of classes and the number of phone lines we have, this is not all possible in one day.  
 
Please expect a phone call in line with this proposed schedule: 

 Week beginning 21st September (next week) – KS2 parents will receive a call.  

 Week beginning 28th September (following week) KS1 and Reception parents 
will receive a call.  

Teachers will post a message on the Class DoJo page, stating the days they are most 
likely to call you.  
 
If anyone would like a telephone conversation with myself, please call. I’m always 
more than happy to chat to you and discuss anything you wish to, as would be the 
case at parents evening opportunities.  
 
Reading 
Bug Club reading letters have been sent this week, you should of received a login and I can see many children 
have logged on at home and in school to read their selected book. We really hope you enjoy these new books. 
If you have any queries or concerns please do contact us and let us know. We are more than happy to help 
you. As one child was heard to say in school yesterday… “It’s better than normal reading!”   

The school code you will be asked for on the site is: awp3 
 
Homework 
This week, you will have received the new Homework Policy. This details the homework you child will be sent 
weekly/fortnightly. We have switched to more online, electronic homework, via our online platforms established 
for home learning, that so many people engaged really well with. Homework will start this week with either 

English or Maths from today. The phase tests for spelling 
baseline starting points have taken place this week, they will 
be marked and spellings will be sent home next week.  
 
Home Work learning last week… 

Last week, I set the challenge to write a letter or draw a 
picture telling me about how you have felt coming back to 
school. Thank you Martha for this super letter. I am so 
pleased that you are happy to be back in school, with your 
friends learning new things and having fun.  
 
Earrings  
Small stud earrings are permitted in school, however flat-
backs are preferred. On PE days earrings should not be worn 
to school please, if they are, the children will be asked to 
remove them, themselves, as staff are not permitted to 
remove them or tape them due to the PE guidance 
documents that we follow. No other jewellery is permitted in 
school. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.  
 
 
 



                                                                               

                        
 

Walking, cycling and scooting to and from school  
Thank you for your responses and consents to the online walking to and from school policy. Today, we have  
sent texts to all families, whose children have been consulted about their routes to/from school. If we had any 
concerns or queries, we would have rung you to discuss. Children whose families have received a text message 
of confirmation are now on the list of children permitted to walk, cycle or scoot alone. This commences from 
Monday (21st September). Thank you     

 
Prospective children and families joining Gatten and Lake in September 2021!  
Despite only just starting this academic year, information packs for children starting school in September 2021, 
have already been sent out by the Isle of Wight Council. We have started to take bookings for pre-planned 
visits to the school. If you know anyone due to start school in September 2021, a school viewing can be 
booked by appointment by calling school on 01983 869910 or by emailing admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk  
 
Star of the Week Assemblies: 
Assemblies are taking place weekly within class bubbles. There are plenty of opportunities to celebrate the work 
of the children in school. Look out on class DoJo for certificates presented during the week each Friday.   
 
Curriculum News  
The Curriculum News, for each class bubble has today been sent to you via Class DoJo and via email. This 
keeps you up to date with the learning in each class bubble, as well as ways you can support your child further 
at home. It is also a useful reminder for PE days and what classes are doing to support wellbeing.  
 
SIMs Data Collection Sheets 
Today, we have sent home brown A4 envelope with every child, enclosed is a SIMs data collection sheet and a 
medical information form. Please can you read, amend and complete any relevant sections on both forms, sign 
them and return both forms to school, even if there are no medical conditions, so we know that this has been 
acknowledged. Teachers will have plastic trays at the door for collection on Monday, as these will need to be 
left locked away for 72 hours and then collated. Thank you in advance for returning these so promptly.  
 
School Reading books prior to lockdown 
Prior to the school going into lockdown, books from our book band scheme were regularly sent home, as well 
as library books. If you have any books at home, in book bags, please return these to school in a plastic 
sandwich bag or carrier bags, so we can leave these for 72 hours before re-shelving them for future use. Thank 
you.  
 
Menu for next week 

 
 

Day Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

Monday Chicken Curry with 50/50 Rice 
Cauliflower, Broccoli 

Vegetarian Bolognaise with 
Spaghetti, Cauliflower, Broccoli 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese Baked 
Beans or Tuna Mayo 

Dessert:  Mixed Fruit Crumble or Yogurt or Fresh Fruit 

Tuesday Beef Burger in a Bun with Wedges, 
Coleslaw, Mixed Salad 

Quorn Burger in a Bun with 
Wedges, Coleslaw Mixed Salad 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese Baked 
Beans or Tuna Mayo 

Dessert:  Fresh Fruit or Yogurt Station 

Wednesday Roast Chicken, Stuffing, Roast 
Potatoes, Gravy, Carrots & Cabbage 

Lentil & Basil Whirl with Roast 
Potatoes, Carrots & Cabbage 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese Baked 
Beans or Tuna Mayo 

Dessert:   Lemon Drizzle Cake or Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

Thursday 
 

Macaroni Cheese with Garlic Bread, 
Vegetable Medley 

Sweet Potato Curry with 50/50 
Rice, Vegetable Medley 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese Baked 
Beans or Tuna Mayo 

Dessert:  Chocolate & Orange Cake with Choc Sauce or Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

Friday MSC Fish Fingers/Salmon Fish 
Fingers, Chips, Baked Beans & Peas 

Vegetable Pasty with Chips 
Baked Beans & Peas 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese Baked 
Beans or Tuna Mayo 

Dessert:  Vanilla Shortbread or Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 
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Absence from school 
We must say a HUGE thank you to everyone for acting responsibily and taking children for COVID tests where 
symptoms have been present during the week. I can completely appreciate how frustrating this is, especially as 
there are so many colds around at the moment. It is the time of year, when many people often experience a 
cold or cough and it is also now three weeks since the start of term, so we have been with more people 
generally than during lockdown in family groups. As a school we are not prepared to take any risks and if there 
are symptoms present in any child that mirror COVID symptoms it is important to be tested.  
If your child feels unwell with any symptoms the advice is to call 119 and seek advice. For any symptoms that 
are published in the guidance, the child must gain a test as soon as possible within the 14 day isolation period, 
as a preventative measure to keep everyone safe and well in the community.  
 
Any absence from school can be telephoned through but must be followed up in writing, via email please to 
admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk in order to follow absence reporting procedures. Many thanks for your 
understanding at this time.  
 
Please see the flow chart with common illnesses at this time of year, that has also been sent home today.  
 
Enjoy your weekend everyone   

 
Have fun, stay safe and remember the important message: Hands, Face, Space.  
Wash your hands (frequently for at least 20 seconds),  
Avoid touching your face (masks for adults)  
Make space around you (social distancing) 
 
 
Kind regards,  
 

 
 
Rebecca Day - Headteacher  
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