
 

 

Year 5 Curriculum News 

Italy 

 

Welcome back! I hope you have had a fantastic and restful break and are looking forward to a new 

half term!  

 

Over the forthcoming half term in class, the children will be: 

 In English, the children will be writing newspaper reports on the discovery of Tutankhamun 

before moving onto reading a wonderful text by Malorie Blackman. ‘Cloud Busting’ relates well 

to Anti-Bullying week, which is held in November, and is written in poetry form. We will finish 

this half term by reading a book about Malala, who received the Noble Peace Prize. We will be 

writing inspiration speeches based on her work to make education available for ALL girls 

across the world. 

 Maths lessons this half term will focus on different areas including addition and subtraction, 

multiplication and division (which will include factors, multiples, square and cube numbers) 

and a large focus on fractions, decimals and percentages. 

 We are continuing with our science work on materials. This topic is being continued from last 

half term and we will move on to learning about dissolving, using methods to separate 

mixtures and also learning about reversible and irreversible changes.  

 In Geography we will be finding out about all that is Italian: the country, the culture, the 

people, the food and the many places of interest. The children will use maps and information 

on human and physical features such as mountains and lakes and landmarks to visit to create 

a tourist guide. 

 The children will be learning how to stay safe online in our e-safety lessons. We will then 

develop our use of spreadsheets using Purple Mash and Excel. 

 In art sessions, we will explore the work of Italian artist Arcimboldo.  The children will explore 

his life, technique and critique a selection of his work before re-creating and then creating an 

original piece in the same style. 

 PE will be led by a sports coach this term and will focus on the skills used in Basketball.  

 

At home your child may wish to: 

 Create a 3D sculpture of a famous Italian landmark including the Colosseum of Rome, the 

Leaning Tower of Pisa etc. 

 Explore learning some Italian phrases. 

 

As a family you may wish to: 

 Explore Italian cooking and use recipes to create fresh pasta, homemade pizza, tiramisu, 

lasagne etc. 

 

Please note that our PE sessions will be on MONDAY and your child will need to come to school in 

their PE kit.  Homework will continue to be set on Class Dojo on a Friday and the weekly spelling 

test will also be completed every Friday. Thank you for your continuing support. 

 

 



 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM PART 1 REVIEW 

ANCIENT EGYPT 

The children did a stirling job of settling back into school life after what have been 

unprecedented circumstances. They adapted brilliantly to the extensive handwashing, 

new routines and changes to the school rules! It has been wonderful seeing such happy 

smiles and having the class back together. 

Year 5 enjoyed learning all about the Egyptians last half term and 

produced some super work in History focusing on the question: ‘How did 

the Ancient Egyptians view death?’ This included work on social classes, 

the mummification process, where they were buried and the sarcophagi 

used. They applied their research skills well to produce super booklets 

titled ‘A guide to Mummification’. 

 

As part of their art work, the children researched sarcophagi and practised 

writing their names in hieroglyphs before designing their own sarcophagus. 

They then developed their sculpture skills by creating their own superb clay 

sarcophagus. 

 

In Science, there have been many experiments linked to our 

science theme on materials. They have found out about thermal 

and electrical insulators and watched demonstrations and 

investigations based on this.  

 

In PE, the children enjoyed learning a new sport: Lacrosse. They mastered 

using the lacrosse sticks quickly and enjoyed passing, intersecting and 

aiming at a small goal before playing small matches. 

 

In addition to the learning carried out in lessons, the children have also 

taken part in other enriching activities such as creating some acrostic 

poems as part of our harvest celebrations and class assembly. 

  

The children developed their performance skills as part of National Poetry 

Week in which they performed poems in groups based on the theme of 

‘Vision’. Our vision was a world of kindness.    

 

 

 

  


