
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                             Tel: 01983 869910 

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

 
Friday 8th January 2021 

 
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,  
 

Happy New Year! What a start it has been. It is difficult to believe we are at the end of week 1 of the Spring 
term, with so many changes that have taken place in just the last few days.  

We were saddened to know, as a country, we are now in Lockdown 3 as of Wednesday 6th January. 
However, we fully appreciate the rationale why and agree this measure has to be taken to ensure we work 
together to reduce the risk to our families. It has been difficult to open and read emails at times, hearing of 
the sad cases of COVID within extended families and the community in which many of us live and work as 
well as family members across wider parts of the Isle of Wight and country. I sincerely wish anyone in the 
community who is ill with symptoms related to this virus, my very best wishes.  

I must apologise for the unsettled start to the term. However, I must emphasise this was somewhat out of 
the schools control. A huge amount of time was taken, preparing for opening school on Monday 4th 
January, to then be told, past many children’s bedtimes on Monday, that the school would need to close. I 
know how difficult this would have been for many children who really struggle with sudden change. I hope 
that time has been given to explain why this has been done. I anyone needs any help with this, please do 
make contact with us.  

It is not my instinctive reaction to close to all but absolutely essential pupils on Tuesday, but we felt given 
the time frame in which to deliver remote learning (12 hours later) we wanted to ensure consistency, once 
again, across classrooms as much as possible and to establish pupils coming to school over this planned 
closure, amongst other statutory duties. Thank you all for your understanding.  

We hope you enjoyed the first day’s home learning… with less curriculum focus but more focus on 
engagement, enjoyment and reflection. We loved the learning that came flooding back in on Tuesday.  

Wednesday was the start of the class specific home / blended learning. We are following a home learning 
model based on and developed from the first lockdown in March. This will see teachers plan and deliver up 
to 6 tasks a day, containing at least three core subjects, physical development / education as well as 
personal, social and emotional development and of course the wider curriculum. There will be a mix of 
online tasks as well as tasks to be completed on paper. Tasks must be uploaded to Portfolio of Class DoJo 
or Tapestry in YR. Teachers can then respond to this work each day.  

We are taking on board feedback we are receiving and would love you to continue to feedback to us. We 
are mindful of the following factors: 

 families share technology, so we limit the number of technological items a day for each child 

 engagement can be difficult so keeping learning fun and varied in design is important to us 

 some parents find the quantity too much, others are asking for more… so getting the exact balance 
for everyone, just right, is difficult, but we will be in touch with families to discuss this as we notice 
work completion patterns. However, we do have to adhere to the guidance of a minimum of 3 hours 
work per day in Primary School. 

 We are ensuring documents are posted as PDF documents so they are compatible on all devices 
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 We will endeavour to get work to you the evening before learning takes place so you have time to 
look at it before engaging with your child and their learning 

 Where work is differentiated to a different level for your child, there may be an option within the 
main task, or work will be posted in your message section of Class DoJo. So please keep an eye 
out for messages here too.  

 Some people like to spread the work over the day, others prefer to complete work in the morning to 
allow for family afternoons for wellbeing time.  

 We hope to provide more videos of our staff teaching this time – to keep engagement with the 
teacher and to model learning, so the children have a consistent model from which to learn. 

 We are currently exploring 1:1 intervention work and class interaction and hope to bring this to you 
all shortly… watch this space…  

The Government expectations for home learning are briefly detailed here:  

 

Remote education 

When teaching pupils remotely, we expect schools to: 

 set assignments so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work each day in a number of 

different subjects 

 set work that is of equivalent length to the core teaching pupils would receive in school, and as a 

minimum: 

 primary: 3 hours a day, on average, across the school cohort 

 secondary: 4 hours a day, with more for pupils working towards formal qualifications this year 

 provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by a teacher or through high-quality 

curriculum resources or videos 

 have systems for checking, at least weekly, whether pupils are engaging with their work, and inform 

parents immediately where engagement is a concern 

 gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum using questions and other suitable 

tasks, and provide feedback, at least weekly, using digitally facilitated or whole-class feedback where 

appropriate 

 enable teachers to adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in response to questions or 

assessments, including, where necessary, revising material or simplifying explanations to ensure 

pupils’ understanding 

The expectation is that ALL pupils will engage in home learning. Those in school, will complete these 
tasks during the school day. We have been tracking since Wednesday the engagement in home learning 



                                                                               

                        
 

over the week. So, if you do miss a day and catch up, it is fine. Where there is non-engagement, we will be 
engaging in conversation,s in order to ensure your child does not miss out on important learning. Half a 
term’s learning, is a lot to miss in a year. Without engaging in learning, gaps will form which are difficult to 
catch up.  

However, we do not want anyone being overwhelmed either. Please, please, please, I can’t express 
enough how important it is that you make contact with us, if your child or yourselves are finding this difficult 
and we will work with you to support your family during this time.  

 

I really do hope you enjoy your weekend. Put you pencils down, laptops, tablets and paper away and take 
advantage of the dry weather. There may also be a flurry of snow. I really do hope that everyone in the 
school community can enjoy this weekend at home, appreciating each other.  

 

Take care everyone,  

 

 

 

Mrs Rebecca Day  
  


