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  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910  

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 12th February 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
In our final week in school and remote learning at home, before the half term break, we’ve had some 
excellent moments… here are just a few of them….we thought we would share… we look forward to 
sharing more in the new half term too. 
 
Monday, brought some incredible snowflakes to the skies. Look at the amazing shapes the snowflakes 
presented with as they landed on the school site 

 
 
I was also told of a snowman 
being built on the beach…  
 
That is the first snowman and only 
snowman I have seen on the 
beach this year!!!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception Class met Paco, 6, from China. They have asked him some questions about Chinese New Year, 
as they are learning about it this week. Some questions the children in the 
class have posed are:  

 Is Chinese New Year fun? 
 

 Does Paco like living in China? 
 

 Why is Chinese New Year not the same time as our new year? 
 

 Do they have New Year dinner? 
 

 Do they have a big party at home for the New Year? 
 

We couldn’t wait for Paco’s answers so we could hear all about 
Chinese New Year, which this year, is being celebrated on Friday 12th 
February.  
 
This coincides with the last day of our half term…today. So if anyone would like to find out about Chinese 
New Year and celebrate this festival – in your household bubble of course… please do! We’d love to see 
some photos on Tapestry or Class DoJo.  
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Reception 

Year 2 

Year 5 

 
 
 
 
Miss Mitchell not only found half a dozen eggs in the chicken coup which 
helped her sort number 6 in different ways, but one of the six eggs, was a 
golden egg!!!  
 
Yes, a Golden egg… can you spot it here? I wonder which hen laid this egg? 
What story do you know that has a golden egg?  There have been some 
really engaging ways for children to learn this week, which has kept us all 
motivated…  

 
 
 
 
Mrs Titchener set the challenge of making a Greek mask on Tuesday. The 
children had been working on their art journey building up to this 
throughout the half term, exploring Greek Gods and characters, designing, 
creating mood boards, and finally making the mask out of a template back 
mask and Modroc and finished with other decorative materials. It has been 
amazing how engaged everyone has been in this aspect of art. Thank you 
for your resilience and perseverance to achieve your final product… now 
comes the evaluating… what went well? What could be even better? If you 
did it again what would you change and why? Look at some of the 
results… what a success this has been.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
Year Two have been using their design technology skills to design and sew a traditional Victorian finger 
puppet. This concludes the aspect of history the children have been learning about, exploring Victorian 
ways of life, which included children’s toys.  
 
Great designing, cutting, sewing and finishing skills by all the children… I’m sure you’ll all be busy with  
puppet shows now…  
 
 
 



                                                                               

                        
 

Year 3  
 

Today, Friday, Year 3 made some rock cakes, to conclude their work 
on ‘The Stone Age’ and their work on rocks and soils in science…. 
Marvellous results Year Three, just a perfect way to start your restful 
holiday, putting your feet up and enjoying a cup of tea and a rock 
cake!  
 

This celebration of work leads me nicely on to say a few HUGE 
THANK YOUs… as without the amazing school community effort 
these outcomes would not be possible. Thank you to the staff for 
planning, organising and setting the work daily; the parents and 
carers for following the work pattern to enable your children to 
continue their learning, supporting them, guiding them and learning 
lots of new technological and subject content terms and to all our 
wonderful children who have worked so hard, focused and shown 

such resilience and determination  
 
Just 39 calendar days ago, on Monday 4th January we were all returning to school for the start of the 
Spring term, having all experienced very different and quiet Christmas’s, only to find out later that evening 
we had only that day said “hello”, but we had no chance to say goodbye… as we went into lockdown!  
 
The Spring term has had challenges along the way but there have been so many positives too. I can’t 
thank you enough for all your phenomenally hard work. The children woke up in the morning, discovering 
they could not go to school; routines were broken; a new teacher had been appointed (aka: mummy, 
daddy or carer) and many children craved their friends that were now just virtual!  
 
Overnight, many of your roles changed to that of ‘teachers’ supporting remote learning at home. I 
appreciate it has been a journey some days smooth, some days bumpier… the distance you’ve travelled, 
the routes you’ve taken have all varied but everyone has reached the destination of half term! Along this 
journey there have been many, many achievements. I know from talking to many of you, fronted 
adverbials, expanded noun phrases, converting fractions, phonic decoding have all been your new norms… 
I am sure that the children have all been learning, from your amazing support and I know that many 
adults have been enjoying current terminology and new strategies too!!  
 
Teachers and teaching assistants, have all worked tirelessly in school. Ensuring the curriculum has been 
well planned, achievable and still following planned progression for children working both in school and at 
home has been a priority. I cannot thank staff enough for their planning, feedback to children, individual 
meeting, telephone calls of support and overall their attitude towards ensuring the pupils at Gatten and 
Lake truly do have the best they can, given the circumstances.  
 
It has been a challenging job for everyone – but I am proud to present you all with a Star of the Week 

certificate:  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                               

                        
 

 
It is really important that everyone has some quality rest and relaxation time over half term. This is an 
opportunity for family time together, taking time to enjoy things together or individually, taking part in 
hobbies or making thinking of a new hobby to try.  
 
I am sure the week will whizz by, it will seem like the blink of an eye and we’ll be back in school. What we 
know about the second half of the Spring term so far…  
 
Monday 22nd February – we resume blended learning. This will continue to be as it has been this half 
term… children will be completing their remote learning at home, planned by the class teacher. Those 
children who have been entitled to a place in school as parents are key workers or are within the 
vulnerable category, will return to school.  
 
We are expecting an announcement on 22nd February detailing next steps as a country. Like you, we will 
hear more news on this and about any further reopening which is currently muted for 8th March – although 
we don’t yet know, if this is for selected year groups, as in the return from the previous lockdown or 
whether this will be widened. We will keep you informed as and when we know more information.  
 
I appreciate returning to learning after a week’s break may pose challenges but as a school, we have 
already discussed ways we will help you overcome this as a school… I will be in touch during the latter part 
of the break.  
 
ADVANCE WARNING: 
 
When we do return to school we have the following plans for Week 1 and Week 2  
 
Week 1 – Whole school challenge week – Music focus – daily challenges you can participate in, if you’d 
like to?  
 
Week 2 – Reading and story focus week… as this week on Thursday 4th March, is World Book Day. 
Please dress as a book character this day… whether you are at home or school. This DOES NOT need to be 
a pre-bought costume… use your imagination… add a hat, a scarf, look at characters in books – where you 
will have the items at home, e.g. Percy the Park keeper, Biff and Chip, Where’s wally… etc… We’d love as 
many people to join in as possible.  
There will again be daily challenges linked 
to books and reading each day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a great opportunity if anyone 
wants to get involved with a wider 
Isle of Wight challenge over half 
term…  
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                               

                        
 

Wellies: 
Mrs Jenkins is really keen for us all to get out and about outside, despite the longer grass and wetter 
weather.  We wondered if it would be possible for every child to bring in a pair of wellies to wear at school 
for outdoor learning. If you can – fantastic…if you can’t not to worry, at the moment, this may be 
something that may be aspired to over time.  
 
 
 
Free School Meals  
If you are affected in any way by the pandemic and your financial 
position has changed, please do ensure you apply to the IOW Council 
can support with Free School Meals.  
This week, by signposting to this we have been successful in 
supporting even more families.   
 
Please complete the form by following the link here: 
https://www.iow.gov.uk/iwforms/form.aspx?k=freesm  
If your application is successful, they will inform you and the school.  
Currently, if your child is in receipt of the Free School Meals funding, then hampers are available to order, 
like the one here, please call the school office.  
 
 
 
Finally please, please, please have a restful half term… everyone really deserves it. But please, please, 
please remember to stick to the Government rules…  
 

 Remain in your household bubbles only 
 Hands, Face, Space at all times 
 Inform school of any illness / positive cases so we can inform trace and trace as soon as 

possible 
 

 

 
 
Rebecca Day - Headteacher  

https://www.iow.gov.uk/iwforms/form.aspx?k=freesm

