Gatten and Lake Primary School
Oaklyn Gardens
Shanklin
PO37 7DG
Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day
Tel: 01983 869910
Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk
Dear Parents and Carers,

Friday 12th March 2021

Welcome back to school everyone! It has been a fantastic week in school. We were delighted to see every
single child walk through the gates on Monday morning, well equipped for the day and week ahead! We
started the week with a ‘no pens’ day… what a novelty, but a great way to reintegrate into school life and
learning again. As the week has progressed, we have reintroduced systems and structures to get back to
the ‘normality’ of school days. The children, throughout all classes, have had wonderful opportunities and
experiences this week… each class is represented below.
Next week, we will return to a more structured approach in the classroom, to ensure we return to the
focus on learning and progress for every single child. If anyone has noticed any concerns they would like
to discuss please remember, come and chat to us so we can help. Thank you.
Reception:

Year One:

Year Two:

Year Three:

Year Four:
It has been a fun-filled first week back in Year 4! We began our week by having some much
needed catch-up time with our friends. This was followed by a whole class craft activity, in
which we all made some beautiful paper roses. We put all of them together, combining
individual work into one collective piece. All the roses are now in a vase on display in the
classroom and it makes a lovely feature. The children have also enjoyed other craft activities,
poetry, taking part in science experiments, physical activity and of course, using the new VR
headsets! What a fantastic first week back!

Year Five:

Year Six:

Railway Bridge Closure
You’ll be very pleased to know, the final scaffolding for the bridge will be taken down over today, Friday
and the weekend and the finishing touches will be done to ensure the bridge is reopened for use by
Monday. Thank you for those not able to use the bridge during the Lockdown and this week. The bus has
been a reliable service for those who have used it – so thanks to the companies involved in organising this
for us to use. I know many have clocked up a few extra miles each week by walking an alternative route
too. Hopefully, we will be back to usual routes to school, from Monday 
Financial changes
During the pandemic and over this last lockdown I appreciate many family circumstances have changed,
including financial. We are here to help you, where we can. This may mean that you are eligible for Free
School Meals – which releases more funding and benefits to you as a family, with how we can use finances
within school. https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/OtherServices/Free-School-Meals/Tasks
Even if you do not qualify for Free School Meals funding initially, we do have other schemes that may be
able to assist you. Please send us a message or catch us in the morning to see how we can help you. 

VR Headsets
As a school we have recently purchased a class set of VR headsets. This substantial purchase is to ensure
we maintain the educational focus and delivery, through effective technology in the technological times we
are in and is also to ensure we bring experiences to the children. We would usually be participating in
educational visits to engage children in real life opportunities, and whilst these cannot ever replace a first
hand experience, they do allow the children to explore aspects of the curriculum they may never be able to
see in such a way. This week, Year 6 have visited China! Year One landed on the moon! Lots of classes
swam with sharks!! There is a wealth of opportunities for all the children. However, just to reassure you,
these are used with very clear instructions for health and safety reasons. The children must be seated,
must only use them for short periods of time, with plenty of breaks, with expectations for appropriate
behaviour when using this technology. The children have thoroughly enjoyed the experience of using these
headsets. We are proud that we are in a position to be able to offer the children this type of resource and
experience. There are pictures of the children using them on the Class Blogs.
Homework
This is just to let you know that we have made the decision for there to be no homework between now
and the Easter break. This will allow everyone the time to settle back into school and to give all adults at
home a break from school work too at this time. Please use this opportunity to spend more time reading
together, building reading fluency and comprehension. You might also like to use some time to have a look
at the link here https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/50-things-to-do-before-youre-11--activity-list
which is a National Trust list of 50 things to do before you are 11¾ years old!! It’s a great list – we will do
some of these tasks in school too – but you might want to try these at home - adults included too of
course!
Attendance
WOW! Our attendance this week was 99.56% It has been wonderful to everyone back to school on
Monday and Tuesday with 100% attendance on both days!
Mother’s Day
Happy Mother’s day to all mummies, carers and extended family for the role they play in children’s lives.
Today, the children will be bringing home a little ‘something’ to show appreciation for all you do…. And
especially this year with the additional pressures of remote / blended learning. THANK YOU.  We hope
you enjoy the weekend. 
Whilst school reopened this week to all children as part of the roadmap set by the Government, there
are still many restrictions in place in order to keep everyone safe.
But, just a reminder please, please, please remember to stick to the Government rules…
 Remain in your household bubbles only
 Hands, Face, Space at all times
 Inform school of any illness / positive cases so we can inform trace and trace as soon as
possible
Any illness MUST be reported to school as soon as possible. Any children or adults experiencing any
symptoms of COVID must be tested using a full PCR test at the testing centre and remain in isolation
until the test result is returned. Many thanks for the part you play in keeping everyone as safe as
possible.
Have a wonderful weekend. I know there are many tired children at the end of this first week back to
school. Use the weekend to recharge and rest ready for another week in school.
Rebecca Day - Headteacher

