
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910  

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 19th March 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Travelling to school  
We have had concerns raised from members of the public about the parking around the school site at the 
start and end of the school day. The double yellow lines on the bend opposite the school entrance, are 
there for visibility and to avoid congestion at the school entrance. Please ensure, these are kept clear at 
ALL times. There are local residents who are concerned for their family safety also. Driveways are 
sometimes blocked, where entrance and exits are needed for the loading and unloading of family 
members, who are immobile. Whilst I appreciate that the weather is becoming more consistent therefore, 
there are more and more people walking to school this reliance on vehicles may decline. Whatever the 
weather – please park respectfully avoiding residents parking spaces and road signage and markings that 
are there for the safety of everyone.  
 
There are many people using scooters and bikes to come to school and using the cycle shelters during the 
day – which really promotes healthy lifestyles and journeys to school, which we will actively encourage. 
However, please can we remind everyone that bikes and scooters are not to be ridden on the school site, 
but need to be pushed around the building, until outside of the school gates. This is to avoid accidents of 
cycling or scooting into people and to ensure your child remains with you - in line with social distancing. 
Thank you for your ongoing understanding of this.  
 
Mr Sherwin, the sports leader, has requested that as many parents and carers as possible take a couple of 
minutes to complete this short survey from 'Shift-it'. The survey aims to find out your views on how the 
journey to and from school could be improved in the future. This has been posted on Class DoJo earlier 
this week. 
https://forms.gle/eH8ustLdkaEMswga6 
 
Financial changes  
During the pandemic and over this last lockdown I appreciate many family circumstances have changed, 
including financial. We are here to help you, where we can. This may mean that you are eligible for Free 
School Meals – which releases more funding and benefits to you as a family, with how we can use finances 
within school. https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/OtherServices/Free-School-Meals/Tasks  
Even if you do not qualify for Free School Meals funding initially, we do have other schemes that may be 
able to assist you. Please send us a message or catch us in the morning to see how we can help you.   
 
Lunchboxes  
Please can we remind everyone that school lunch boxes should be packed with items to provide your child 
with a balanced meal at lunchtime. Lots of sugar, as we know gives an instant boost of energy followed  
often with a sluggish feeling. The NHS change for life link below, provides lots of ideas for lunchboxes to 
provide variety as well as giving ideas of swapping items to better choices. 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes  
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Please don’t forget hot meals are available every day in school providing a balanced meal choice. These 
are available free to all children in YR, Y1 and Y2 as well as anyone who qualifies for Free School Meals.  
Alternatively, meals are charged at £2.15 per day. Many thanks.  
 
Homework 
This is just to let you know that we have made the decision to not set any homework between now and 
the Easter break. This is to allow everyone the time to settle back into school and to give all adults at 
home the break from schoolwork too at this time. Please use this opportunity to spend more time reading 
together, building reading fluency and comprehension. You might also like to use some time to have a look 
at the link here https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/50-things-to-do-before-youre-11--activity-list 
which is a National Trust list of 50 things to do before you are 11¾ years old!! It’s a great list – some of 
these tasks we will do in school too – but you might want to try these at home too - adults included too of 
course.   
 
 
It has been another busy week in school. Lots of fun and laughter as well as settling back to 
classroom tasks well. Despite the return to school roadmap set by the Government, there are still 
many restrictions in place in order to keep everyone safe.   
But, just a reminder please, please, please remember to stick to the Government rules…  

 Remain in your household bubbles only 
 Hands, Face, Space at all times 
 Inform school of any illness / positive cases so we can inform trace and trace as soon as 

possible 
Any illness MUST be reported to school as soon as possible. Any children or adults experiencing any 
symptoms of COVID must be tested using a full PCR test at the testing centre and remain in isolation 
until the test result is returned. Many thanks for the part you play in keeping everyone as safe as 
possible.  
 
If there are any episodes of sickness or upset tummies please ensure children remain at home for 48 
hours after the final episode of illness. This is to keep everyone safe.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend. Let’s hope this sunshine continues as it brings much happiness and 
smiles to everyone’s faces. It also gives us the opportunity to get out and about in the fresh air, 
without wellies and waterproofs! I’m hoping to get out in the garden this weekend and may even get 
some seeds planted in the greenhouse if time allows. Enjoy your time at the weekend, relaxing and 
recharging. I look forward to seeing you all on Monday for another week of learning, before we finish 
next Friday for the Easter break.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
 
Rebecca Day - Headteacher  
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