
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910  

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 26th March 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
National Day of Reflection – COVID 19 – one year on! 
On Tuesday 23rd March, we all took the opportunity to reflect on the year we have just experienced since 
the country went into the first National Lockdown. We are so proud of all the children, families and staff 
for the sheer determination, resilience and teamwork that has been applied throughout this time. The 
support shown within the community, during the pandemic, has enabled everyone to be part of this team 
ethos. 
Every child, has completed a speech bubble this week giving their thoughts and reflections on the year – 
everyone is unique… it has been so, so hard… but I have chosen one to share with you, below. Over 
Easter I will be collating every child’s reflection to be at school as a reference point for the future.  

 
 
You may have shown friendship to a friend or loved one to help support in this challenging time; been at 
the end of a telephone for someone to share laughter or support tears; supported the community with 
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shopping and accessing medication; donated food to the food banks or friends to give generously in a time 
that has seen many challenges. Everyone has their own story to tell from this experience.  
Throughout this, lives have been touched by COVID19 and lives lost and there are those who still suffer 
the effects too – you are in our thoughts and we continue to offer you any support we can.  
 
As we go into the Summer Term, with an adapted curriculum, to meet the needs of the children, we really 
hope we can start to plan for some adapted ‘normalities’ of the summer term. It is too early to tell what we 
can and can’t do at this moment in time – but I can assure you, if we can start to have adapted sports 
events and community events we will. However, we will always follow guidance alongside very meticulous 
risk assessment processes to continue to ensure the upmost safety of children, families and staff.  
 
The Easter break is a timely break, to hopefully switch off and enjoy some time without the pressures of 
remote learning. Each summer half term is 7 weeks long, so it is important that everyone has a good rest 
and is ready for the term ahead.  
 
I wish you all a wonderful Easter break and look forward to having a full, busy and fun summer term in 
school with the continued attendance and engagement for successful learning and achievement.  
 
Social Media  
Today, a letter has been sent out regarding safe use of technology, especially social media on mobile 
phones. Please ensure you take time to speak with your children about the content of this letter over the 
Easter break. Have a look at the resources available to you as parents, in supporting technology use for it’s 
benefits, as your children mature and become more curious and engaged in this in an ever growing 
technological world we are in. Thank you   
 
Curriculum and Assessment  
As we complete the Spring Term and move into the Summer Term, teachers are extremely busy planning 
and developing a curriculum suitable for the children in each class. We have lots to consider this year, as  
some subjects and objectives have been taught in school, some through remote or blended learning, some 
were not taught in the planned sequence due to the complexities of accessing materials… there is so much 
to consider.  
Alongside this, we are currently collating outcomes of recent in-school assessments. We have chosen to 
complete these at this point in the year to enable us to identify trends across year groups and for 
individuals so that the 1:1 coaching and mentoring for children is accurate and teaching reflects the work 
the children need to make progress and strive for achievement at Age Related Expectations. If this is not 
possible, a plan will be put in place to support your child.  
 
We will be holding parents evenings for every child, in the second week of the summer term, to share 
information with you on how your child has settled back to school and their targets for the summer term. 
Due to restrictions, these will take place remotely, via a system called School Cloud. Many secondary and 
more primary schools have been using this system so, after review, we will be switching to this system. 
This will help you to take part in the meeting, from the comfort of your own home, work, or even when 
you are walking the dog!  Once the restrictions are lifted, we will review the number of remote meetings 
and face to face meetings we have.  
 
School Cloud Parents evenings 
 
Please see the attached letter today about the parents evening system that goes live for appointments at 
4pm today. This new system is a way of meeting with parents to discuss how children have settled in 
school as well as targets for the summer term. Please let us know if there are any difficulties experienced.  
 



                                                                               

                        
 

Reception Class Entrants – September 2021 
It might seem like a little while ago applications for Primary school were due in to the Local Authority – but 
time is approaching for you and us to find out which amazing children will be joining us in September 
2021. If you applied online for a school place, this will be emailed to the email address the application was 
submitted to on 16th April. If you completed a paper version of the form – your offer will be sent in second 
class post.  
 
Financial changes  
During the pandemic and over this last lockdown I appreciate many family circumstances have changed, 
including financially. We are here to help you, where we can. This may mean that you are eligible for Free 
School Meals – which releases more funding and benefits to you as a family, with how we can use finances 
within school. https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/OtherServices/Free-School-Meals/Tasks  
Even if you do not qualify for Free School Meals funding initially, we do have other schemes that may be 
able to assist you. Please send us a message or catch us in the morning to see how we can help you.   
 
Lunchboxes  
Please can we remind everyone that school lunch boxes should be packed with items to provide your child 
with a balanced meal at lunchtime. Lots of sugar, as we know gives an instant boost of energy often 
followed with a sluggish feeling. The NHS change for life link below, provides lots of ideas for lunchboxes 
to provide variety as well as giving ideas of swapping items to better choices. 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes  
 
Please don’t forget hot meals are available every day in school providing a balanced meal choice. These 
are available free to all children in YR, Y1 and Y2 as well as anyone who qualifies for Free School Meals.  
Alternatively, meals are charged at £2.15 per day. Many thanks.  
 
Week 1 Menu: 

 
Roadmap out of Lockdown  
As we go into the Easter break, from Monday the Government ‘roadmap’ changes slightly. I have taken the 
following from the Government guidelines as quick reference guide.  
Please, take care and keep protective measures in place, such as handwashing, to ensure we all remain 
vigilant over the Easter break, to prevent any new cases.  

Day Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

Monday Macaroni & Cheese, Sweetcorn 
& Peas 

Soya Spaghetti Bolognaise, 
Sweetcorn & Peas 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo. 

Dessert:  Marble Sponge with Custard or Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

Tuesday Pork Sausages, Mashed 
Potatoes, Gravy, Cauliflower & 
Cabbage 

Vegetarian Sausages, Mashed 
Potatoes, Gravy, Cauliflower & 
Cabbage 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo. 

Dessert: Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit  

Wednesday Roast Chicken, Stuffing, Roast 
Potatoes, Gravy, Swede & Carrot 
Mash 

Vegetable Wellington, Roast 
Potatoes, Gravy, Swede & Carrot 
Mash 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo. 

Dessert:   Apple, Cheese & Crackers or Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

Thursday 
 

Chicken Tikka Curry with 50/50 
Rice, Broccoli & Carrots 

Lentil & Basil Puff Pastry Whirl with 
Wedges, Broccoli & Carrots 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo. 

Dessert:  Pineapple Cake or Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

Friday Fish Fingers, Chips, Baked Beans 
& Peas 

Cheese Frittata, Chips 
Baked Beans & Peas 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo. 

Dessert:  Chocolate Cocoa Cookie or Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 
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Roadmap out of lockdown  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-

response-spring-2021-summary  

 
 
Please inform school of any illness / positive cases so we can inform trace and trace as soon as 
possible, should this arise.  
 
Any illness MUST be reported to school as soon as possible. Any children or adults experiencing any 
symptoms of COVID must be tested using a full PCR test at the testing centre and remain in isolation 
until the test result is returned. Many thanks for the part you play in keeping everyone as safe as 

possible.  
 
Have a wonderful Easter break. A break we all truly 
deserve. I have everything crossed for some settled 
weather so we can enjoy all the IOW has to offer, 
with walks and outside spaces. Enjoy yourselves, 
have fun and maybe have some chocolate!  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Rebecca Day - Headteacher  
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