
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
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  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910  

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 11th June 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back 
Welcome back everyone to the final half term of the school year! I honestly can’t believe I am typing those 
words. The first week has already gone so fast. The summer break will be upon us before we know it! I 
can assure you though we have an awful lot of learning to fit into this half term as well as creativity, 
activity and fun. At Gatten and Lake we try to intertwine all these elements into learning each and every 
day. Next week, we will have further updates on the final few weeks of the half term: key dates; important 
events; transition arrangements for classes including staffing for the next academic year and also,as we 
receive them throughout the term, updates on any changes to any school routines and provision on the 
school site. Please do remember we have an ‘open door’ policy at Gatten and Lake. If you would like to 
make an appointment to see me at any time, I am available to do so. Please speak to me at the gate, send 
a message via Class DoJo or call into or telephone the office number (869910) to schedule a mutually 
convenient time. Thank you.  
 
Theatre Performance – Y2 to Y6 
‘A Rascally Diner’ was presented to us via a converted caravan to unpack and create an outdoor theatre 
experience for our KS2 and Y2 children on Thursday. What a wonderful enrichment opportunity this was 
enabling the children to engage with the creativity and power of theatre, to playfully explore food, our 
enjoyment of food, healthy eating and the environment. The core messages behind the performance were 
about making positive changes and having a healthy diet, conveyed in a fun, engaging and entertaining 
way. There were so many smiles with lots and lots of laughter, which are all qualities we love to see in our 
school environment. I really hope the children enjoyed this opportunity in the first week of the half term. 
Due to the noise and high activity of audience participation it is deemed a little ‘too much’ for our younger 
learners. 
 
Beach School – YR  
Reception Class started their first session of Beach School this week. Beach School is an opportunity for the 
children to explore the natural canvas of the shoreline that can also be described as a ‘giant playground’. 
The children can explore the environment around them through searching for treasure, digging in the 
sand, exploring rock pools, feeling salt water on their skins, listening to the sounds they hear. They will 
also engage in more focused opportunities such as sorting materials found on the beach, using natural 
materials as a stimulus for writing and some maths opportunities, as well as learning the rich and varied 
vocabulary and language associated with this environment that is quite simply, on each and every one of 
our doorsteps.  
The children were AMAZING! A credit to themselves, to you and to the school. It was an extremely 
enjoyable experience for the children and staff that proudly led and supported the children at Beach 
School. This is a weekly experience for the children during the summer term. The weather today was 
perfect for it – but please remember to apply sun cream to your child and provide a hat, each Thursday 
before coming to school so they are ready for the morning outside. Thank you   
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Kooth – Emotional Wellbeing Support Service and Counselling 
 
Kooth is a brand new, hot off the press - free online counselling and emotional well-being support 
service providing young people aged 11-25 years (up to 26th birthday) in Hampshire with a safe and 
secure means of accessing support with their emotional health and wellbeing needs from a 
professional team of qualified counsellors.  
By accessing Kooth young people can benefit from:  

 A free, confidential, anonymous and safe way to receive support online. 

 Out of hours’ availability. Counsellors are available from 12noon to 10pm on weekdays and 6pm 
to 10 pm at weekends, every day of the year on a drop in basis. 

 Online Counselling from a professional team of BACP qualified counsellors is available via 1-1 
chat sessions or messaging on a drop in basis or via booked sessions.  

 Discussion Boards which are all pre-moderated allow young people to access peer to peer 
support. 

 Online Magazine full of moderated articles many of which are submitted by young people offering 
advice and guidance on a huge range of topics. 

 No referral is required.  Young people can register for kooth independently at www.kooth.com 

To use the service or find out more visit www.Kooth.com 
 
If you are concerned about your child’s emotional wellbeing and they are not 11 years old (as this applies 
only to our Year 6 children), we can signpost to other services for our younger children in Primary school. 
We have a range of services we can refer you to, to work with. Both Mrs Day and Mrs Poulton are more 
than happy to discuss your child or family needs at any time and can offer in-school support in an informal 
way prior to any external support. We are here to support every child and family within the school 
community. If you would like and additional information, please do speak to us.  
 
Overgrown Hedge 
Many thanks to those of you, who have indicated that the hedge is overgrown on the footpath between 
the school gate and the railway bridge. This hedge is the property of the IOW Council so we have made 
them aware of the growth, spurred on by the sun and rain in the last couple of weeks. As the nesting 
season is a little later, due to the colder weather, the hedges cannot receive a full cut, but there is a bush 
trim planned for today to help alleviate the situation. Please do keep us updated. Thank you   
 
Class Photographs  
Yesterday, Thursday 10th June, our school photographer, Chris Bamber, was in school to take class 
photographs of each class. Every child will have taken a slip of paper home, with the details of how to view 
class photographs online with the facility to place an order when they go live. I am really looking forward 
to seeing the class photographs, as I am sure you are.  
 
Reminder : PE Days  
PE Days for classes over the final summer half term will be as follows:  
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 4 Year 3 Year R 
Year 6 

Year 5 Year 1 
Year 2 

http://www.kooth.com/
http://www.kooth.com/


                                                                               

                        
 

 
RSPCA – One Day Fun Day – The Home Pet Show 
The RSPCA have recently launched “One Fun Day - The Home Pet Show” - an all-animal event designed to 
showcase people’s animal friends and the special bonds they share. They are asking Islanders to celebrate 
their pets and show their love for animals by entering their pets into one or more of the six fun virtual 
categories. These are Best Rescue, Best Trick, Best Friend, Golden Oldie, Best Baby and Peas in a Pod.  
The RSPCA are particularly keen to involve young children in this competition. There is a nominal 
registration fee of £2.50 per entry hence the RSPCA require participants to ask permission from their 
parent/guardian before entry. Judging for the Island heat will be by a panel of animal lovers – Isle of 
Wight MP Bob Seely, Zebaria Fisher lecturer from the Animal Care Department at the Isle of Wight College 
and the RSPCA manager. Island heat winners will be invited for refreshments and a VIP behind the scenes 
tour of the RSPCA Isle of Wight animal rescue centre and 6 lucky recipients will take home a goody bag 
filled with treats for pets and their human companions. The regional winners will then go on to the national 
final via Zoom on 19 June, where the Best in Show 2021 will be announced and the winner presented with 
a £250 John Lewis voucher. I am attaching a flyer at the end of the newsletter with further details on how 
to enter. (Apologies for the short date, but I have only received it, this week, entries need to be in by 14th 
June!)  
 
Week 2 Menu:  
 

 
Rebecca Day - Headteacher 

 

 

Day Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

Monday Cheese & Tomato French Bread 
Pizza, Coleslaw & Mixed Salad 

Jacket Potato with BBQ Beans 
Coleslaw & Mixed Salad 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo 

Dessert:   Oaty Cookie or Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

Tuesday Beef Meatballs in a Tomato Sauce 
50/50 Rice, Sweetcorn & Broccoli 

Vegetable Hotpot, Sweetcorn & 
Broccoli 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo 

Dessert:   Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

Wednesday Roast Gammon, Roast Potatoes & 
Gravy, Peas & Cauliflower 

Potato & Courgette Stack, Roast 
Potatoes, Peas & Cauliflower 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo 

Dessert:   Banana Sponge & Custard  or Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

Thursday 
 

Cottage Pie with Gravy 
Green Beans & Carrots 

Broccoli & Cheese Pasta Bake 
Green Beans & Carrots 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo 

Dessert:   Chocolate & Mandarin Brownie or Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

Friday Fish Fingers with Chips 
Baked Beans & Peas 

Vegan Mexican Bean Roll, 
Chips, Baked Beans & Peas 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo 



                                                                               

                        
 

 


