
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910  

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 10th September 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back to the new school year 
Welcome back to the new academic year. As I write this, reflecting on the first full week back at school – I 
can feel the heavy eyelids and fully sympathise with the children, this evening, after seeing some obvious 
and some more discrete yawns today, in and around the school! It has been a very busy and tiring week, 
returning to systems and processes that we were familiar with during the last 18months, as well as those 
that we are returning to from pre-covid, such as eating lunch back in the hall and not having class bubbles 
outside – learning to share and play with slightly older or younger children! I think everyone deserves a 
rest this weekend.  
 
I am really hoping, that this year will be much more settled for everyone. However, we are aware that on 
returning to school, we often have everyday germs transmissible once again. We would really like everyone 
to remain ultra-vigilant for any symptoms of COVID and if your child has symptoms, please ensure a PCR 
test is taken. If your child is absent from school, for any reason, call the office to report this and follow up 
in writing please. We remain vigilant in school and whilst we appreciate, there are increases of illness, 
general coughs and colds, we must ensure for the safety of children, staff and the school community by 
making sure illnesses are checked out. Thank you for your understanding.  
 
New Reception Transition  
Well done to all the children who joined us in Reception Class this week. It has been lovely getting to know 
you, your parents and carers, siblings and even your pets! It has been wonderful to see each and every 
child building confidence in their new learning environment, playing with new friends, enjoying snacks 
together as well as stories, songs and games. Next week, we can’t wait to welcome you for your first full 
week of school. From Monday, we will see you from when the gate opens at 8:40am. You will be staying 
for lunch and your day will finish at 3pm. We look forward to you coming to school every day 
(remembering to wear your PE kit to school for the whole day every Wednesday). I hope you have a 
restful weekend and look forward to you joining us next week. If you have any questions, please send me 
a message on Class DoJo.  
 
Class DoJo – School Story / messages 
Class DoJo is fully operational this year. I am aware some people have not logged on yet this year but this 
is one of the frequently communication tools. If you need a new login / password to access this please 
send an email to me at admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk and I can get one to you.   
 
Teachers will access this during the school day too. However, to protect their wellbeing please be mindful 
of sending late evening messages or over the weekend. I really value the staff here and protecting their 
personal time is important, so please do not expect an instant response. I am available to contact too on 
this platform.  
 
Homework will also start again this week and will be sent via Class DoJo and work is expected to be 
completed and returned via this platform. So please ensure you can login to support your child. Thank you.  
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DoJo Rewards Celebration 
Class DoJo reward afternoon was held last Friday 3rd September. The children received certificates at the 
end of last year detailing their achievements and then had a reward of their choice at the DoJo shop or 
through additional technology or sports time on the day. We hope the children enjoyed this celebration as 
they returned to school and it encourages them to achieve more DoJo’s in this academic year.  
 
School Clubs  
We hope you found the sign up for clubs easier and quicker this year. It has enabled us to collate 
responses and inform you of children’s clubs as early as possible for the term. Now you have been 
informed of clubs – there is a charge on School Money, we would appreciate payment before clubs run 
next week. This is to secure your child’s place and for your child to show commitment to the club, as we 
have waiting lists.  
Apologies also if your child has not got all their choices this time, but we have to limit numbers for certain 
clubs. We will look to see where we can offer repeat clubs again. Thank you for your understanding.  
 
After school club childcare provision.  
After school club is available to book during term time through pre-school, who run paid after school club 
provision for children and families. This runs from the end of the school day until 6pm. This costs £3 per 
hour. Please book places by calling: 07718 486058. Many thanks.  
 
PTA (Parent, Teacher Association)  
As we start the new academic year, we are really hoping to be able to relaunch a new PTA for the school. 
We had a really strong, effective PTA for a number of years that worked voluntarily and tirelessly, raising 
lots of money that was put back into supporting the children and families of the school in many, many 
ways! The largest item was the school minibus!!! I would like to encourage you to consider giving some of 
your time to come together with likeminded people to work with the school in planning, organising and 
running events to raise money for the children and families of the school. The first meeting is being held 
on Tuesday 14th September at 2pm. It is planned for a socially distanced meeting at the school, prior 
to the collection of children. We hope to see lots and lots of people. Please complete the expression of 
interest form, so if you can’t make it we can contact you. https://forms.gle/85Q7Gzwn4CA6YBQZ7  
 
Y5 Swimming 
Y5 Swimming starts this coming week. All children in Y5 need to come to school each Thursday, dressed in 
their PE Kit. They will need their swimming kit with them, in a named bag please. Please do not put 
costumes on under uniform. The children will go to the Heights Leisure Centre for lessons via school 
minibus. If you have any questions please send us a message. Many thanks    
 
Y6 Transition to Y7 – September 2022 
I appreciate the children in Y6 have just started their Y6 curriculum and have many, many months with us 
at Gatten and Lake. However, it is the time of year for applications to secondary school. You will have 
received a letter in the last week detailing the application process. The application round opens today – 
Friday 10th September 2021 and closes at midnight on Sunday 31st October 2021. Any applications received 
after this date, will be classed as late. I am of the understanding that secondary schools would like to open 
their doors to children and parents/carers and have dates pencilled into the calendars. Once we know the 
dates, we’ll let you know.  
 
Free school meals  
As children move from Y2 into Y3, the Universal Infant Free school meal offer changes and meals become 
chargeable at £2.15 per day. If you would like to apply for free schools meals at this point or at any point 
in the year please click on the link below and complete the form to see if you qualify for this. 
https://www.iow.gov.uk/council/OtherServices/Free-School-Meals/Key-Stage-1-and-2  
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Welcome to new staff  
This term we have welcomed three new staff members to the team: 

 Mr Conway, who will be delivery sports activity to children with other adults in school during 
lessons and through after schools clubs. 

 Miss Chapman – who is supporting learning in Year Three and Year One 
 Miss Murthwaite – who is supporting learning in Year Four and Year Six 

I am sure you will join me in making our new staff members feel very welcome in the school community.  
 
Development Days for the year 
Every maintained school has 5 days in the school year to be used for training for staff in school to ensure 
we are abreast of the requirements and most up to date skills and knowledge to ensure your children have 
the very best opportunities whilst they are with us.  
We have already set some of our development days for the year – with two remaining to be decided. 
Day 1 – Tuesday 31st August 2021 
Day 2 – Monday 20th December 2021 
Day 3 – Tuesday 21st December 2021 
(Additional bank holiday – Wednesday 22nd December – replacing Friday 3rd June for school staff) 
Day 4 – TBC 
Day 5 - TBC 
Dates coming up: Dates will be added regularly…  

Day/Date Event Year Group Special arrangements 

Tues 14.9.2021 PTA Meeting (2pm) Any parents/carers 
interested in helping across 
the school 

Sign in at the school office  

Thurs 16.9.2021 Y5 Swimming Y5 Please remember swimming kit 
in a bag please 

Mon 20.9.2021 Start of national 
recycling week 

 More info to follow 

Wed 22.9.2021 National Fitness day  More info to follow 

Thurs 23.9.2021 Y5 Swimming Y5 Please remember swimming kit 
in a bag please 

Mon 27.9.2021 Bike / scoot to school 
week 

All children  Raffle tickets will be given at 
the gate for cycling/scooting to 
school 

Wed 29.9.2021 Atlas Images – school 
photographs 

Individual & sibling portraits 
of all the children in school  

Full school uniform is essential 
today as every day please.  

Thurs 30.9.2021 Y5 Swimming Y5 Please remember swimming kit 
in a bag please 

Fri 1.10.2021 Hospice fundraising 
day – ‘Go Yellow’  

All children and staff Wear a yellow item to school 
(mufti day) for a suggested 
donation of £1 for the hospice 

Thurs 7.10.2021 Y5 Swimming Y5 Please remember swimming kit 
in a bag please 

Thurs 7.10.2021 National Poetry Day Every child across the 
school 

Details TBC - watch this space…  

Sun 10.10.2021 World Mental Health 
Day 

All children and families   

Thurs 7.10.2021 Y5 Swimming Y5 Please remember swimming kit 
in a bag please 

Fri 15.10.2021 Last day of term All children and families Happy holidays     



                                                                               

                        
 

School Photographs 
You will have seen in the dates above – the school photographer will be in school on Wednesday 29th 
September. During the day, he takes individual portraits of every child, which you will receive a proof card 
for and can order photographs online. There is also the opportunity for sibling photographs on this day 
too. On this day – full school uniform is to be worn please by all classes – Y4 will need to bring their PE Kit 
with them on this day for changing at lunchtime. Thank you in advance for your understanding.  
 
Uniform and PE Kits  

Thank you for preparing your children well for school and equipping them with a full school 

uniform for the start of the term. Uniform is in place so all children choose to wear uniform from a 
selection and everyone has the same choice of clothing to wear so equality and equity for each and every 
child is in place.  
All children will need to wear their full PE Kit for PE Day each week.  
This consists of:  

 bottle green polo shirt 

 plain black shorts 

In the colder months or to wear prior to and after the PE lesson, children can wear: 
 a plain black tracksuit, including a hoodie and bottoms, including leggings.  

We request that these are plain items, not branded wear. Branded items are not part of school uniform 
and has disregard for equality and equity of all.  
 
As PE Kits are worn for a full day for the Sports Day of the week, it is important that Full 
Sports Kit is worn and the children are as well presented on this day of the week, as they on a 
school uniform day.  
 
If anyone would like to access any free, donated second-hand uniform from school, please send me a 
message on Class DoJo or email and I will arrange for you to come and view the clothing we have on offer. 
Thank you.   

 
Walk the Wight – 2021 
Good luck to anyone taking part in Walk the Wight this weekend. I really 
hope you all get on well and enjoy taking part in tis charity event. If you 
receive a certificate or medal please bring this to school – to share your 
success with your class next week. Thank you   
 
Personal achievements  
It is always lovely to recognise personal achievements. This week I spotted 
this post on Class DoJo messages… what a lovely way to celebrate 
achievement and resilience. Well done Harris. Great work and well done for 
being player of the match!  
If anyone has any personal achievements throughout the year, they would 
like to celebrate, please send me a Class DoJo message with a photo. Thank 
you   
 
Medical forms – allergies 
Last week you will have received an email regarding the new catering provider – Chartwells – requesting 
dietary information on allergies. If your child has allergies or intolerances, they must be on a completed 
medical form.  If not only plain jacket potatoes can be served. Please ensure your child’ information is up 
to date with the office. Thank you   
 



                                                                               

                        
 

Menu for this coming week – Monday 13th – Friday 17th September 2021 – see below  
 

 
Enjoy a wonderful weekend. Plenty of rest and relaxation to recharge after the first full week in Y1 to 
Y6 and to prepare for the first full week for our new Reception children.   
Kind regards,  

 
Rebecca Day – Headteacher 



                                                                               

                        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


