
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910  

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 15th October 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As I write this, I think back over the last seven weeks to the excitement of everyone returning to school, 
having a fantastic start to the year, settling well in school and beginning exciting learning journeys in 
classrooms. There have been many successes in the half term: our new Reception class children have 
joined us and settled well as part of the whole school team; Educational visits have restarted in many 
years groups and there are more planned;  A wide range of school clubs have been offered and heavily 
subscribed to enrich learning and enjoyment for children.  
Despite the successes there have been challenges along the way as we have returned to classrooms and 
the school environment together with the mixing of germs. There have been many common illnesses – 
sore throats and colds, as well as COVID cases within school. This has had an impact on classes both for 
children and adults. Where staffing has been affected we have tried really hard to maintain as much 
consistency with familiar adults to ensure as smooth a process as possible, for effective teaching and 
learning to continue.  
We have remained cautious over the half term and followed guidance around absences – anyone with of 
the COVID symptoms, a PCR test is necessary please. Following any absence from school, please provide 
written evidence of the reason for absence via a letter, or email to the school.  
I really hope that after a good rest over half term many of us will feel better. However please continue 
testing regimes regularly so that we can look after each other.  
 
 
Staff CPD (Continuous Professional Development)  
Some of you will have seen the staff at school on Monday and 
Tuesday all togged up and ready for adventure! We commissioned 
a mainland provider, to lead some staff training for outside 
educational visits and risk assessments to the school to ensure 
everyone was up to date with training and expertise, to safely and 
appropriately take children offsite. It is really important that we 
regularly update training and are all equipped with the skills and 
refreshed knowledge. This time, we also took part in sea rescue 

using throw lines! It was great 
team building for staff too – 
post COVID and being able to 
mix bubbles again, as well as 
working with other schools 
again. This is also another way 
to reassure you of all the 
effective proactive ways we 
continue to ensure staff are 
kept up to date, to keep all 
your children and families safe.  
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School photographs 
Hopefully, everyone has sibling codes now for ordering. If there are still any difficulties accessing sibling or 
individual portrait photos please let us know. Younger sibling photos will take place on Tuesday 2nd 
November from 8:15am. Please arrive with your child/children ready for the photographs. Many thanks.  
 
School Cloud – parents evenings  
Parent’s evenings will take place in the first week back after half term. 
They will be via School Cloud, the online parent’s evening system. This 
enables parents / carers to take part in parent’s evening from anywhere:  
from home; whilst at your child’s swimming lessons or clubs; whilst at 
work; whilst isolating (hopefully not); etc… They were generally 
successful last time and general feedback was to continue this platform. 
We will send reminders before the event. The link for the meeting will be sent to you after booking an 
appointment. Appointments for booking a slot with your child’s class teacher (and where appropriate the 
SENCO too) will go live from 9am on Monday 11th October. Appointment times for each teacher will vary 
throughout the week. I will also be available for appointments too, in the unlikely event that your initial 
appointment with the teacher does not answer your queries.  
 
Reading in schools 
This week, I have had a few queries about reading in school, so would like to outline the reading 
curriculum and access to reading during the school day.  
Reading is well planned and structured in school. Each and every child follows a reading journey in English 
aside from the rich text of their writing journey. This involves daily reading and comprehension skills with 
an age appropriate text with rich and varied language and sentence structures for skills development. Each 
child has a reading book that they read in the classroom and with adults throughout the day. This happens 
outside of core subject time but across varied subjects. The children engage in reading opportunities with 
a member of staff from the classroom (teacher or TA) as well as sometimes with the SENCO, English Lead, 
Headteacher or another staff member. We really try hard for children not to miss subjects they enjoy as 
well as varying times throughout the week, so reading takes place at different times. It is important as 
with an additional intervention or mentoring session that they have time individually to develop skills, but 
we don’t want children feeling they miss subjects they enjoy.  
Many thanks to the adults for contacting me about concerns over missing physical education. This is really 
important to us, which is why we ensure the children have 15 minutes of ‘Fitter Future’ time daily – of 
aerobic exercise either in the morning or afternoon, in addition to the requirement of 2 hours PE a week. 
There is also a break of 15 minutes and a lunchbreak of 45 minutes (including eating time) where we have 
a range of physical activities on offer, including: netball, basketball, football, outdoor gym, table tennis, 
field space, etc…  
Reading in KS1 and EYFS is changing after the half term break. We have been working with the English 
Hub, Springhill, and have ordered lots of new early reading books to support a new approach to phonics 
that we will also be commencing after the break. I have thoroughly enjoyed working with many children in 
KS1 this week reading and applying phonics so we have the necessary information to begin this right from 
the start of the half term… we await in anticipation for the new reading books arrive and for these to 
match with the phonics the children are learning in school to help reading development.  
 
Clubs: 
Clubs have come to an end this week. The children have all participated really well in these. Thank you. 
We hope they have enjoyed them. A new list of clubs will come home in the first week back. We have 
parent’s evenings in the first week back and safeguarding training in the evenings in the second week back 
so most clubs will start in week 3. There may be exceptions to this, but we will update you after the break. 
We will be evaluating clubs with the children and listening to the child’s voice over clubs for the next half 
term.  



                                                                               

                        
 

Grow £1 Half Term Challenge:  
Many thanks to the PTA for all the efforts in coming into school to prepare for the Grow £1 half term 
challenge. Unfortunately, due to a very busy day and administration error, the forms and the £1 coins 
remain snuggly tucked away in the safe…  
Whilst this is frustrating after all the hard work of the PTA and preparing this, the challenge can still 
go ahead… but we will complete this in a slightly different way…  
Please spend up to £1 on an item to complete the challenge, to raise money through enterprising 
opportunities, on completion of the challenge and return of funds to school, we will reimburse the £1 
spent on the original item.  
 
I AM SO SORRY FOR THIS MISHAP TODAY  We still hope that lots of you will join in with the 
challenge to help raise money for new library books for the school.  
Apologies once again.  
 
FILM NIGHT  
KS1 FILM NIGHT – Thursday 4th November  
KS2 FILM NIGHT – Thursday 11th November  
The children have generated some choices for films for both KS1 and KS2.  
Film night runs from after school until 5pm. Children will be given popcorn, drink and sweets and 
have the opportunity to watch a film with their friends. £3.50 per child.  
Please ask your child to choose a film they would like to watch at film night – by completing the 
survey below. We will release the film being shown next week. Places can be booked by paying the 
£3.50 via school money by Tuesday 2nd November. 
EYFS & KS1 Survey Link - https://forms.office.com/r/aFEiUccBTp 
KS2 Survey Link - https://forms.office.com/r/68jevU20Jz  
 
The films being shown will be released next week on Friday. Please complete your choices.  
 
Dates coming up: Dates will be added regularly over the start of the half term…  

Day/Date Event Year Group Special arrangements 

 HALF TERM  

Mon 1.11.2021 First Day of half term All children and families Welcome back everyone – 
gates open at 8:40am   

Tues 2.11.2021 Younger sibling photos / photos of children if they were absent from school.  
Any child requiring a photo – please phone the office to inform of your requirements. 

Thurs 4.11.2021 Y5 Swimming Y5 Please remember swimming kit 
in a bag please 

Thurs 4.11.2021 Film Night YR, Y1 and Y2 
 

Payable via School Money by 
Tuesday 2nd November 

Wed 10.11.2021 Flu Immunisations All those consenting  Consents to be completed for 
immunisation to take place 

Thurs 11.11.2021 Remembrance Day Silence observed in school Y6 ambassadors to celebration 
event 

Thurs 11.11.2021 Diwali Workshop  YR to Y6 Payable via School Money by 
Tuesday 2nd November 

Thurs 11.11.2021 Y5 Swimming Y5 Please remember swimming kit 
in a bag please 

Thurs 11.11.2021 Film Night Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 
 

 

Wk beg 15.11.21 Anti-bullying week YR – Y6 Whole school / classrooms 

https://forms.office.com/r/aFEiUccBTp
https://forms.office.com/r/68jevU20Jz


                                                                               

                        
 

activities throughout the week 

Thurs 18.11.2021 Y5 Swimming Y5 Please remember swimming kit 
in a bag please 

 
Development Day Polite reminder: 
The Autumn Term ends for us on Friday 17th December 2021. 
Monday 20th & Tuesday 21st December are staff disaggregated training days and Wednesday 22nd 
December is a bank holiday in lieu of the additional day in June 2022 that falls in a half term break.  
 
Holiday Club  
Holiday Club is open each Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday in the two week half term break. £3 
per hour. Spaces can be booked by calling: 07781 486058.  

 
I hope you all have an enjoyable and safe half term break. School opens again on Monday 1st November 
for the start of another busy half term in school, in dare I mention it, the run up to Christmas.  
 

Kind regards,  
 
Rebecca Day – Headteacher 
 
 
Half term  
 
 



                                                                               

                        
 

 

 
 
 


