
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910  

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 16th July 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Important Letter 
You will have already received an important letter today, detailing our current position as a school with the 
most recent cases of COVID in the community. We therefore, have further updates detailed in the 
newsletter to make you aware of our decision making processes. I appreciate that sudden changes are 
disruptive and may be unsettling for many children, but I feel this is out of our control. It is imperative that 
I make decisions with the best intentions to ensure the safety of everyone at this time.  
 
School trips and visits: 
It is with great sadness that I have to write this paragraph for the newsletter. I know how much positivity 
and happiness school visits and educational experiences can have for all children. In a year that has been 
so difficult, we have tried so hard to go ahead with positivity to have visits at the end for the year, but the 
risk for me at this time is too great. I need to ensure the safety of every child and member of staff and 
parental community as we approach the summer. The following trips and events planned for next week, 
are now, unfortunately cancelled. One factor in coming to this decision is that the staffing requirements 
and ratios across bubbles do not make the visits viable. Ensuring consistent bubbles as we go into the final 
week of term is extremely important for everyone’s safety. Despite regular lateral flow testing by staff and 
all the precautions in the risk assessment, I am not prepared to take any chances. Instead of the visits, 
there will be class experiences and fun planned for the classes outside of learning time and as we go into 
the final week of the term. We will endeavour to use the outdoor space and outdoor classroom well to end 
the school year.  
 
I am so sorry – but hope you can appreciate the agonising decision making process in coming to this 
conclusion.  
 
All money will be refunded for these events as soon as possible.  
 

Date Event Class 

Mon 19.7.2021 Y2 Southsea Aquarium Visit  Y2 

Mon 19.7.2021 Y3 Visit to Brading Roman Villa Y3 

Mon 19.7.2021 Y5 Beach walk  Y5 

Tues 20.7.2021 Y4 Beach walk and visit Y4 

 
 
 
The only exception is the Y6 bubble event on Monday. Whilst the day events can go ahead the overnight 
aspect is cancelled.  
Monday will run from the start of the school day until 9pm   
Tuesday – Breakfast will be at 7:30am and will end at the usual school time end.  
More details will be sent to Y6 in a separate letter when I have finalised all aspects of this today.  
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Sincere apologies we could not invite you all to attend sports day this year. I know that this has caused 
some disappointment for yourselves, as parents and carers, as much as it has for us as a school. We really 
enjoy being able to welcome you into school for such events and can’t wait until we can do this again, as 
soon as we feel it is safe enough to do so, after risk assessing each event. Whilst we know it is 
disappointing for adults to miss out on these events, we have enabled events to go ahead for the children 
to participate in, taking part as class bubbles. There are / will be lots of lovely photos on Class DoJo for 
you to enjoy. I hope that looking at these with your child will prompt lots of meaningful discussion.  
 
If we all work together now and into the summer to keep safe, we are hopeful things may change for next 
year. However, I would like to reinforce again that we have maintained safety measures, and will continue 
to do so until the end of term, that we as a school feel have kept the environment as safe as possible for 
your children and you as a family. Please remember to maintain distancing and wear your mask on the 
school site at all times. If you or a member of your household is self-isolating please follow the rules, if 
anyone shows any symptoms please book at full PCR test. Thank you   
 
Community Governors Meeting 
Thank you everyone who participated in the Governors meeting yesterday, Thursday. Penny and Kirsty 
enjoyed meeting with you virtually to discuss some key items.  
The Governors have shared the following discussion points that arose from the meeting:   

 The concern and impact that irresponsible parking has around the school site. The following email 
addresses can be used to report individual concerns about this, as it is outside the remit of the 
school. Multiple individual concerns voiced will raise the profile of this problem in the area to the 
council. Thank you for your support. The following email addresses can be used: 
traffic.management@iow.gov.uk      or      parking.services@iow.gov.uk  

 Senior Leader presence around the school site, is reported to be a strength at drop off and 
collection and is positive and helpful – leading to a good atmosphere.  

 The need for more parental engagement events starting when it is appropriate to do so and having 
a strong PTA. This is most definitely a plan for the school. Great to see we have some willing 
volunteers – thank you   

 Reading books – and reading records. Will these be returning? They most definitely will… watch 
this space! 

Pre-school / Holiday Club 
Pre school, after school club and holiday club for the week beginning 19th July is closed. All booked 
sessions have been cancelled and Janette has been in touch with everyone to ensure your booking 
cancellations are understood. Apologies for the inconvenience.  

mailto:traffic.management@iow.gov.uk
mailto:parking.services@iow.gov.uk


                                                                               

                        
 

 
Holiday Club is available to book on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday throughout the holiday period. 
Prices are £3 per hour. Times of opening are: 8am until 6pm daily.  
Please book places by calling: 07718 486058 
 
Holiday club will start from Monday 26th July 2021.  
 
New Reception Transition  
Reception Class Transition Story circles outside are still currently going ahead. However, they are subject 
to change. We appreciate that many children who will be starting school, are now currently self-isolating 
and are therefore not permitted out of their homes over the next 10 days, which includes the transition 
event. There are many children in the same situation. If you are not able to attend please don’t worry. We 
are considering an alternative at this time and will update the new Reception Class DoJo page on Monday.  
We have already planned settling in days for September, to help start the term off well. Thank you for your 
understanding.  
 
Last Day of Term: 
Thursday 22nd July – on this day we are inviting you to collect your child from school after lunch 
at 1:30pm, with the exception of Y6, who we are expecting to stay for the afternoon. We would like to 
say a farewell to the Y6 children, something that was missing last year. This gives us the opportunity to 
make Y6 feel important on their last day of Primary school.  
If anyone has difficulty with a 1:30pm collection, please speak with Mrs Day. Thank you  
 
Development Day  
Friday 23rd July will be the last development day of the school year. This day has been allocated for subject 
leader development. All staff have a subject leader responsibility and we are receiving training to ensure, 
as we map out the curriculum for the year 2021-2022, all aspects are planned well and thoroughly, to 
ensure breadth and depth of the curriculum for the children. The last day of the term will be Thursday 22nd 
July 2021.  
 
Return Date in September 
The first day of the school year after bank holiday Monday is Tuesday 31st August. Staff will be in school 
on that day for a staff development and training day prior to the start of the term. Children in Y1-Y6 
will return to school for the first day of term, on Wednesday 1st September 2021.  
Children, who will be starting the school life with us in September in the Reception class, have information 
on the staggered start for them over the first two weeks of term. If anyone who has a child starting school 
in September and they have questions, please do ask.  
 
Safeguarding Children 
Safeguarding is always a number one priority for us as a school and part of our work every day. We work 
tirelessly to support children and families. We appreciate at times we have concerns raised, where people 
look out for friends and acquaintances. This is all part of the community feel we have here. Our doors are 
always open for anyone who wants a chat or feels they or a friend needs support.  
If there is something that worries you, and school is not open, or you can report this directly please call 
0300 300 0117 where your concerns will be listened to and acted upon.  
If you are a child with a concern and you want to tell an adult – Child line number is 0800 1111. This can 
be called at any time where someone will be able to support you.  



                                                                               

                        
 

Pupil Achievements 
Freddie is very proud of his recent 
sporting achievements and we 
wanted to be able to share his 
news with the school 
community. Freddie has shown 
such resilience, hard work and 
commitment to skateboarding. All 
of this with a smile on his face 
and a great attitude. Freddie 
recently applied to a call out to 
children/young people age 8-17yrs 
to join John Cattle’s Skateboarding 
Development Squad. 
There were 12 children chosen 
from the applicants and Freddie 
was the youngest selected. The 
squad will be training to compete 
in competitions across the 
country. He will also now have the 

opportunity to attend workshops and coaching by Island sponsored Skateboarders. 
 

Charity Fundraising: 
 
Freya has taken part in a Get Fit for Mental 
Wellness Charity fundraising event by walking a 
significant distance to raise £500 for the charity.  
 
Here is Freya proudly presenting the cheque.  
Another huge achievement to be proud of.  
Well done Freya   
 
 
 
 
Walk the Wight – 2021 
Message from the Walk the Wight Team: 
Walk the Wight, has been rescheduled this year to 12 September 2021. I am super excited to say that 
we are able to provide a different version of Schools Walk the Wight this year as part of the main event. 
The ability to walk and log miles on a map in the run up to the event and the Schools Start at Freshwater 
remain the same, but we have created a code for families to buy a ticket online for this year’s event. I will 
send a link to the event information and maps that will be available for parents to download from our 
website in due course. 
Please share the link below and the code with your parents, so they can sign up for the event directly. 
https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/register-to-walk-the-wight      SWTW-2021-FT09    
 
Ryde School – Summer School: 
Summer School – From the end of term until 13th August 2021. Ryde School are offering fun packed days 
of games, activities and arts and crafts for children aged 5-13. Half day £20 or full day £40 (Childcare 
vouchers welcome) Leaflets are available via the school office team. If you have any questions, please 
contact ljv@rydeschool.net (Summer school coordinator) 

https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/register-to-walk-the-wight
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Week 7 Menu:  
 
Please note the changes to the school menu for next week.  
There is no roast on Wednesday. Wednesday is the pizza menu and Thursday is the fish 
and chip menu! The last fish and chip day of the academic year! 

 
 
As we go into the weekend, I really want to say have a wonderful weekend enjoying this fabulous 
sunshine… but also want to say please keep safe too! There appears to be a fast rising number of 
cases and I want everyone to stay well. Please take care and look after yourselves.  
Enjoy the weekend – just 4 more get ups for school before the well-deserved summer break for a 
good rest  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Rebecca Day - Headteacher 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

Monday Sausage Roll with Wedges 
Sweetcorn & Baked Beans 

Tomato & Vegetable Pasta 
Sweetcorn & Baked Beans 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo 

Dessert:   Oaty Apple Crumble  & Custard or Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

Tuesday Sweet & Sour Chicken with Rice 
Peas & Carrots 

Five Bean Chilli with 50/50 Rice 
Peas & Carrots 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo 

Dessert: Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

Wednesday Chicken & Red Pepper Pizza, 
Wedges, Sweetcorn & Broccoli 

Lentil & Sweet Potato Curry, 
50/50 Rice, Sweetcorn & Broccoli 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo 

Dessert:  Chocolate Cake with Chocolate Drizzle or Yogurt Station or Fresh Fruit 

Thursday 
 

Fish in Batter, Chips 
Baked Beans & Peas 

Cheese & Tomato Quiche, Chips 
Baked Beans & Peas 

Jacket Potato with: Cheese 
Baked Beans or Tuna Mayo 

Dessert:  Orange & Lemon Shortbread  or Yogurt or Fresh Fruit 

Friday  
School Development Day – no children on site today.  



                                                                               

                        
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


