
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910  

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 5th November 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back to the new half term everyone! I hope you 
have managed to stay fit, well and healthy over the break 
and where there was illness, you have recovered or are 
recovering well. The weather was very mixed over the 
fortnight, but hopefully you all found chinks in the break 
to get out and about and spend time together. It has been 
lovely to see some of you out and about throughout the 
break at various places across the IOW – either shopping; on countryside walks; or even at the fall of 
Fawley Power Station Tower last weekend! Breaks from school are perfect times to make memories that 
we can all cherish.  
 
We now start the busy half term in the run up to Christmas… as a school we are yet to make decisions on 
the events we can safely manage at the end of term. We appreciate your patience whilst we make 
informed decisions based on the current situation to satisfy both Government guidance and the local 
situation, with regards to COVID cases. As soon as we have any information we will share this with you.  
 
However, there is plenty going on in school and there are lots of opportunities outside of school to keep 
everyone busy for the next few weeks. Please read on to find out about things happening in school and 
things you can take part in from home.  
 
Phonics – New Book Resources and Developed Approach  
This week, has seen a further development of Phonics 
teaching across KS1. A tremendous amount of work 
has gone into this, to ensure the children have 
targeted teaching ensuring they are provided with the 
appropriate support and challenge to enable them to 
progress well with early reading, starting with phonics. 
This has seen children placed in phonics groups across 
the whole key stage – so they will work with specific 
staff for this half term to receive the appropriate stage of phonics teaching. This is linked very carefully to 
their new reading books, which match sounds being taught. A letter that fully explains this has been sent 
to all parents and carers of children involved.   
As part of this, we have a brand new set of reading books for children in EYFS, Year One, Year Two and 
some older children. They have cost a significant amount of money and we must all work together to 
respect the reading materials – by keeping them safely in their plastic folder when not being read.  They 
MUST come to and from school every day in the reading pack, as they are used in teaching time in school. 
We will be reinforcing the respect of books in school and would appreciate the same conversation and 
valuing books at home, so we can really look after this new resource. Thank you in advance.   
Please can I also reinforce the importance of reading packs being in school every day – Thank 
you.   
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    Phonics in action…   

 

 
 
 
Reading in schools 
In the newsletter before the half term break, I wrote about reading, as there were some concerns via 
Whatsapp groups about reading opportunities being provided in school during other areas of the 
curriculum. I want to reinforce that whilst we have taught reading every day, individual reading times vary 
across the week and ensuring we hear children read is so important. Reading is required in order for 
children to comprehend the whole curriculum. This has also been raised as a discussion point this week as 
a result of parents evenings – where it has been shared that some find it increasingly difficult to encourage 
older children to read at home – reading for pleasure and enjoyment is something we really want to 
develop. We are hoping to recommence the reading mornings in school as soon as possible, when you can 
come into school and share books with your child, but this is likely to begin in the Spring term, as there are 
still so many Winter illnesses around and we want to try to minimise any spread of germs or infection. I 
am more than happy to discuss reading with anyone if they would like to engage. Through the new library 
and books we are purchasing, we hope to enthuse children and meet their interests to help re-engage 
them into the wonderful world of words! 
 
 
School Cloud – parents evenings  
Parent’s evenings, with the exception of one delay, have taken place 
throughout the week. In the unlikely event that your initial appointment 
with the teacher and/or the SENCO has not answered your queries, 
please do not hesitate to make contact with me. Y5 parents evenings are 
being re-scheduled for the week beginning 22nd November with Mrs 
Welsh and Mr Kirby.  



                                                                               

                        
 

 
School photographs  
On Tuesday 2nd November, the photographer returned to school to take photographs of children who were 
absent on the earlier photograph day to enable them to have photographs with younger siblings and family 
members. The next photo opportunity will be later in the year, where Chris Bamber will return to take class 
photographs of the children. If you have any questions regarding photographs, please speak to the office 
staff, who will be more than happy to help.  
 
Clubs: 
Early this week I managed to work with some of the children who engaged in clubs last half term, to 
capture an evaluation of the clubs.  This will be ongoing throughout next week. As part of this evaluation, 
the children have also had a voice to say which clubs they want to be on offer. I have also spoken to some 
children who have not taken part in a club at all, to see if we can cater for any of their interests too. 
Listening to the pupil voice is really important to me in developing provision for the children.  
A new clubs list is now available by following the links below.  
https://forms.office.com/r/UqJwTHUpGc (KS1 Clubs Link) 
https://forms.office.com/r/stx1QdXMsr (KS2 Clubs Link) 
Due to staff training in the very important focus on safeguarding, there are various start dates for clubs. 
Due to staffing contracts and valuable time, staff have to fulfil their full range of duties. Clubs will start 
from Wednesday next week for sports clubs – subject to full payment for the clubs prior to commencing 
and advance notice of this was sent in the newsletter before half term.  

Please sign up for clubs by 10am on Monday. Thank you   
 
Grow £1 Half Term Challenge:  
Goodness me… there have been some super £1 growing challenges… I’m putting together a collage 
for next week – with photographs of the different ways the children have managed to meet the £1 
growth challenge… Many thanks to the PTA for all the efforts in preparing for this challenge.  
 
EYFS & FILM NIGHT  
The EYFS and KS1 Film Night was a great success with nearly 40 children attending the event. The 
children enjoyed the first Key Stage event outside of school time, watching Frozen 2. It was lovely to 
see smiles, laughter, singing and the children generally enjoying themselves.  
Thank you to the PTA and other parents and carers who volunteered to help at this event. 
Events like this cannot go ahead without the volunteers who make this successful for the children.  
 
KS2 FILM NIGHT – Thursday 11th November  
This coming week is the opportunity for KS2 to enjoy a similar event - £3.50 per child, payable via 
School Money please.  The closing date to sign up via payment on school money is Tuesday 
at 9am.  
The Film being shown is Sonic the Hedgehog… with Boss Baby 2 already planned for the next 
event – due to the popularity at the time of the pupil voice survey (but unfortunately, it has not been 
released yet outside of cinemas) 
 
Morrisons – Good to Grow 
Please don’t forget the Morrisons Good to Grow scheme if you are shopping at Morrisons. After initial 
teething issues it was confirmed the store have put the postcode as PO37 7DD rather than our usual 
postcode! Please use this code to ensure the vouchers are correctly allocated to the school. Don’t 
forget to tell your friends and family too so we can have as much support as possible for this valuable 
scheme, whereby the school can claim gardening equipment for use in school as part of our outdoor 
learning provision.  
 

https://forms.office.com/r/UqJwTHUpGc
https://forms.office.com/r/stx1QdXMsr


                                                                               

                        
 

 
Happiness Is… Contest/Competition 
This is the challenge set by the Storytime magazine.  
They are running a competition and we would encourage as many people to get involved as possible. 
Today we have sent home a piece of A4 paper as the competition entry form.  Storytime have been 
useful by sending out mental health resources recently and they are running this competition for 
children. “We would like children to draw a picture of what happiness looks like to them.” The winner 
will receive an amazing book bundle, a winner’s certificate and have their art published in a future 
issue of Storytime! This is all organised by the company – it is not a school run competition.  
 
Competition entries can be sent back directly by emailing them to: hello@storytimemagazine.com or 
can be posted to: Happiness Is… Contest, Storytime Magazine, 61 Bridge Street, Kington, 
Herefordshire, HR5 3DJ. The closing date is: 30th November 2021.  
 
If you would like school to manage the entry form – please bring it back to school by 25th 
November 2021.  
 
Governor Visits  
This morning we had Governors in school undertaking a 
Governor visit. It was fantastic to see learning in the 
classrooms and for the Governors to gather the pupil 
voice in school. It is important that Governors 
undertake work with not just the staff, but also the 
children, in order to ensure the quality of education for 
all of our children.  
 
Due to the recent resignation of a parent Governor we 
are actively seeking a new parent Governor. If you are 
interested in this voluntary position within the school, 
please email the school business manager for the 
application pack. A formal notification will go into next 
week’s newsletter too.  
 
Dates coming up: Dates will be added regularly over the start of the half term…  

Day/Date Event Year Group Special arrangements 

 HALF TERM  

Wed 10.11.2021 Flu Immunisations All those consenting  Consents to be completed for 
immunisation to take place 

Thurs 11.11.2021 Remembrance Day Silence observed in school Y6 ambassadors to celebration 
event at Carisbrooke Castle 

Thurs 11.11.2021 Diwali Workshop  YR to Y6 School Organised Event – all 
classes taking part 

Thurs 11.11.2021 Y5 Swimming Y5 Please remember swimming kit 
in a bag please 

Thurs 11.11.2021 Film Night Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 
 

Payable via School Money - 
£3.50 please. Tuesday 9am 
deadline please 

Wk beg 15.11.21 Anti-bullying week YR – Y6 Whole school / classrooms 
activities throughout the week 

Thurs 18.11.2021 Y5 Swimming Y5 Please remember swimming kit 
in a bag please 

mailto:hello@storytimemagazine.com


                                                                               

                        
 

Fri 19.11.2021 Children in Need Day Everyone!  Please come to school dressed 
in spots or Pudsey merchandise 
to support Children in Need. 
Donations will be collected at 
the school gates in the 
morning.  

 
Go Yellow Fundraising  
We have been able to send £199.09 to the Hospice for the ‘Go Yellow’ fundraising day in the last half term. 
Thank you for your important donations for this very worthwhile local cause.    
 
Development Day Polite reminder: 
The Autumn Term ends for us on Friday 17th December 2021. 
Monday 20th & Tuesday 21st December are disaggregated staff training days and Wednesday 22nd 
December is a bank holiday in lieu of the additional day in June 2022 that falls in a half term break.  

 
Personal Achievements: 
 
Layla-Mai Dennis jam!  
 
Well done for the fantastic achievement and sharing 
this with us.  
Layla spent some time in September picking her fruit, 
and then working as a family team to make blackberry 
jam.  
 
Perfect for winter mornings on hot toast to start a chilly 
morning!  
 
This might inspire friends and people in the community to 
consider making some festive orange marmalade as 
Christmas gifts this year!  

 

 
School Meals:  
From next week, there is a promotion running in school whereby children can collect superhero playing 
cards when they eat hot meals in school.  This is running for each day next week and once a week for a 
period of time afterwards. Please see the flyer before the menu below. Thank you    
 
Have a wonderful weekend everyone. I look forward to seeing you all again on Monday for another busy 
week at school. Have an enjoyable weekend.  
 

Kind regards,  
 
Rebecca Day – Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                               

                        
 

 
 
 



                                                                               

                        
 

 


