
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910  

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 17th December 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
YR Educational Visit – Methodist Church  
It was a pleasure to take the Reception class children to the Methodist 
Church last week, on Thursday 9th December. We were lucky enough to 
see the train as we walked over the bridge, which reminded them of the 
visit to the Railway station. The children at the very front of the line could 
remember their route so well – what superstars. At the Methodist Church 
the children enjoyed a welcome from the church ushers, as well as a 
chance to look at the Christmas trees on display throughout the church.  
The children enjoyed a drink and a biscuit before returning to school.  
 
Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Dinner Day  
Last Friday, brought festive cheer to the school, with all the children bright 
and jolly in their festive jumpers and tops. Christmas Jumper Day is a 
charity event supporting Save the Children. Thank you for your donations 
of - £171 for this very worthwhile charity.  
 
As we were dressed for the event, we also had our Christmas Dinner on this day. The children 
enjoyed this festive meal with their friends. EYFS & KS1 in the hall and KS2 in classrooms. The 
children enjoyed pulling crackers with friends and sharing jokes at the meal table as well as tucking 
into a delicious Christmas Lunch prepared by the school cook. See some of the festive snaps below:  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk


                                                                               

                        
 

Class Parties – where we had a special visitor… 
 

Reception Class – party ready! 
                                                          Y1 Class – Look at the special visitors! 
Y2 Class – Musical Statues… 

 
                                                                                                     

Y3 Class – Class gift excitement 
                                                                  
Y4 – Pass the Parcel  
 
 
 
 

Y6 – Party Food Lunch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Y5 – Santa Visit 



                                                                               

                        
 

Christmas Fair 
 
A huge thank you to the PTA and school staff for organising such super festive events in as safe a 
way as possible, throughout the week. The fair, was just perfect, some class craft stalls and a few 
PTA stalls – all outside to ensure as much COVID safety as possible – made for a welcome browse in 
a socially distanced way as possible.  
The funds raised will be going towards new books for the library. We will let you know the final 
amount as soon as we know. Thank you to everyone for supporting school events and ultimately the 
fundraising efforts for the children of the school.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Reception Class to Year 6 Class… all classes put a considerable time and effort into creating 
such wonderful crafts. Your stalls were a credit to you all. Thank you for all your hard work and 
helping to raise money for your school.  
 
Mr Kirby’s News… 
Year Three children have been missing Mr Kirby in the last couple of weeks… and likewise Mr Kirby has 
been missing the children. He is extremely proud of how hard the children have been working and has 
been delighted with Mrs Preston’s updates and continued work with the class. Unfortunately, Mr Kirby was 
poorly and had to isolate with COVID…! However, during this time Mr Kirby has had a new addition to the 
family…a beautiful baby girl, Sophia. We want to say a HUGE congratulations to Mr Kirby, Mrs Kirby and to 
Sophia. What a lovely early Christmas present! Mrs Preston will continue to teach Y3 at the start of the 
Spring Term, in order to keep stability for the Y3 class during this time.  
Many thanks for your understanding and I am sure you will extend your very best wishes to the Kirby 
Family at this time   
 
 
Parent Voice Virtual Meeting  
Penny Crossley, a co-opted Governor will be facilitating two virtual meetings in the New Year on 
Wednesday 12th January. The first meeting will be at 9.30am (after school drop off time) enough time to 
make a cup of tea and settle at home. The second meeting will be at 6:30pm providing an opportunity for 
those working in the day, to have a meeting outside of the school day. This is the chance to have a chat 
with you as parents and carers of the school. It is an informal discussion group where you can discuss the 
school strategy and bring any matters to the Governors attention. A discussion around the behaviour 
principles will start the meeting, owing to parental feedback but this is an opportunity to discuss other 
matters with the Governing Body. In the past, this may have been around parking, school meals, capturing 
the pupil’s voices… Penny would love to meet with you online, to hear your views about the school and to 
work with you to listen to any celebrations or queries you may have. Many thanks.   
 
 



                                                                               

                        
 

New Parent Governor – Mr Matthew Shipley 
The vacancy on the Full Governing Body for a parent Governor, was advertised during the Autumn Term. 
We had an application from just one parent, therefore this does not need to go to a parental vote. Mr 
Matthew Shipley has joined the Governing Body as a parent Governor, having been accepted at the recent 
meeting on Monday 13th December. Please do approach Mr Shipley in the playground if you have any 
questions or want to draw attention to the Governing body about anything to celebrate or any queries you 
have.  
 
Foodbank Donations 
The Isle of Wight Foodbank would like to send a huge Thank You to everyone who has donated any items 
to the appeal. The items will bring festive cheer to families struggling to eat this Christmas.  
 
Poppy Appeal  
The Poppy Appeal have sent a thank you to the school for raising a significant amount of money for this 
charity. Thank you all for your donations this year.  
 
Hats, Gloves, Coats  
Please ensure, as we have this cold spell, that your children have appropriate clothing for break and 
lunchtimes of the school day. Please name all coats, hats and gloves clearly, so that any items that are 
mislaid in the busy cloakrooms can be returned to their rightful owner in a timely fashion. Thank you   

 
Barnardos Family Centres 
Barnardos Family Centres are open between Christmas and New Year. Please use the following link to 
access the website and access contact information and staff that are available.  
www.isleofwightfamilycentres.org.uk  

Day/Date Event Year Group Special arrangements 

Fri 17.12.2021 Final day of the 
Autumn Term  

All children in all classes Thank you for all your hard work 
everyone – have a super Christmas 
break     

 HALF TERM  

Tues 4.1.2022 First Day back at 
school 

All children in all classes  Class DoJo messages will be sent to 
confirm any arrangements towards the 
end of the Christmas break.  

Wed 12.1.2022 
 
9:30am & 
6:30pm  

Governor’s online 
parent forum 
meeting 

All parents carers across 
the school 

Penny Crossley will be running virtual 
meetings for the parent and carer 
community at both 9:30am and 
6:30pm. This is your chance to air your 
views on the school and to discuss any 
matters you would like to raise.  

Fri 4.2.2021 Number Day All children in all year 
groups 

Come to school wearing a number… this 
could be as simple as a football shirt, or 
it could be very creative… what about 
coming as a playing card? A clock face? 
A number sentence? Numbered spots, 
Covered in raffle tickets?  
There’s plenty of notice to really help 
you think and prepare for this event…   
More info to follow about this day 

Mon 21.2.2022 Start of the half term break  

Fri 25.2.2022 End of the half term break  

http://www.isleofwightfamilycentres.org.uk/


                                                                               

                        
 

I truly wish you all a wonderful Christmas break. It is certainly time to relax and enjoy time with 
family and friends in a safe and controlled way. I wish you all a Happy Christmas and look forward to 
welcoming you all back in the New Year.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Rebecca Day – Headteacher 
 

The menu for the first week back in January 2022 
 
Monday is a bank holiday – so the menu is just 4 days. Tuesday’s choice is different just for this 
week. See below. Thank you   
 

 

Please remember if any dietary requirements change or your child has an 
allergy to any food items it is essential to share this with school.  
Thank you  



                                                                               

                        
 

 
 

 


