
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910  

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 18th February 2022 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Well, we certainly didn’t expect the half term to end in the way it did – with a storm closure! Storm Eunice 
was most definitely apparent across the Isle of Wight. Unfortunately, I lost power and internet for a large 
proportion of the day and then, when venturing to the top of my garden, I found I had lost several fence 
panels! However, I count myself fortunate as there are many people who have suffered significant impact 
as a result of the storm in many, many ways. If anyone has any concerns regarding their own 
accommodation, warmth, food or wellbeing as a result of the storm please do get in touch via Class DoJo 
message to myself or send an email to admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk and I will do all I can to help you.  
 
Thank you for all your incredible work throughout the day. The pandemic taught us how to switch to 
remote learning very quickly therefore, we were fully prepared for the switch to remote learning for Storm 
Eunice. I have to say, the work I have viewed and seen on Portfolio has been exceptional. Posters, Singing 
Great Fire of London facts, Poetry, Diary entries, Art work, Reading, so much learning. Well done to 
everyone who took part in their final day of learning for the half term.  
 
I do hope that the weather settles for us now, over the weekend, and we can enjoy some time to rest, 
relax and catch up with friends and family in a COVID safe way. If you are planning time away, the breaks 
from school are the time for this as every day in school is important and usual attendance and absence 
policies apply. I appreciate your understanding.  
 
As we return to school we have Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) and World Book Day in the first week, so a 
busy start to the half term. Please see further information contained within the newsletter. I apologise in 
advance for the length of this week’s newsletter but we had so much to fit in. I have ended up reducing 
the size of some articles and information as there is already lots of the Class DoJo pages.  
 
SCARF – Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week  
From 7th – 11th February Gatten and Lake joined in with the National Children’s Mental Health Awareness 
Week through our SCARF unit of learning. This concluded with everyone wearing a SCARF to school on 
Friday 11th February; Year 5 are modelling theirs in the picture. SCARF – Safety, Caring, Achievement, 
Resilience and Friendship are important to us each and every day, and whilst we participated in a thorough 
week of learning, this continues throughout the school year. If anyone feels they need help or guidance to 
support their child’s mental health please do come and speak with myself or Mrs Poulton. We are here to  
help and support. 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

Being able to communicate effectively is the keystone 
of a happy parent – child relationship – it nurtures our 

bond and encourages our children to listen to us. 
Talking openly about our feelings as a family allows us 

to support each other through good, happy times as 
well as the unhappy tough ones too.  
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National Internet Safety Day 
 
We talked about the things we can use the internet for and the 
different devices we have at home, to access and play games 
online. We had a good discussion about the type of behaviours 
we should be displaying online, and how to be kind. The 
children had a variety of tasks across classes, to support their 
learning around the theme this year:  

‘All fun and games? Exploring 
respect and relationships 
online’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Support, training and information: 
Recently, we sent a letter home via email, detailing how to be part of our National Online Safety aware 
parents group. We have seen that some parents/carers have signed up but not as many as we would 
expect. Please follow the link below, which I have also put on the Class DoJo post with this newsletter. 
This site has a wealth of extensive, valuable information for parents around safety online. 
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/gatten-and-lake-primary-school 
You can access National Online Safety online via any device- including via our brand-new smartphone app. To download the 
app, please go to: https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos 
Alternatively, search for ‘National Online Safety’ in the App Store/Google Play Store.  

file:///D:/2016/Letters%20home%20or%20professionals%20-%20individual%20concerns/$%7bschoolLink%7d
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos


                                                                               

                        
 

Historical learning  
 

On Wednesday 9th February, Years 3 and 4 were 
fortunate enough to be visited by Mr Wilson, an 
avid historian, to learn about Isle of Wight history 
dating back to Saxon times.  The children learnt all 
about the Kings and Queens of the Isle of Wight 
and how the lineage of the current monarchy could 
be traced back to our island.  The children enjoyed 
acting out historic scenes, as they discovered all 
about Island history and Olde English pronunciation 
of tribe and place names.  The children really 
enjoyed the visit and we would like to say a great 
big THANK YOU to Mr Wilson.     
 

 
February 'Active Travel Challenge'  
Please don’t forget to keep tracking your activity levels… throughout the February half term. Take your 
book with you and you’ll be taking part in the World Book Day Challenge too…  
https://gattenandlake.files.wordpress.com/2022/01/february-active-challenge-record-chart-2022.pdf 
 
Tax-Free Childcare: 
If you’ll be using childminders or holiday clubs for your child this upcoming half-term, you could be 
eligible for Tax Free Childcare. This government scheme will help pay for childcare costs by 
contributing up to 20% of the fees. 
You could be eligible if: 

 You’re in work and earning at least £142 per week 

 You aren’t receiving Tax Credits, Universal Credit or childcare vouchers 

 Your child is 11 or under and lives with you most of the time (17 or under if they are disabled) 

How it works: 
 You’ll need to register for a TFC account on the gov.uk website 

 You can then pay money into this account 

 The government will top up your account with their 20% contribution 

o For instance, for every £8 you pay into your account the government will add another £2 

(up to a maximum of £2,000 per child per year) 

 You can then pay any childcare fees directly from your TFC account to your childcare provider 

o This can take up to 5 working days to reach them so if you need to pay by a certain date it 

can be useful to plan ahead!  

Don’t forget, you can also use tax free childcare for any pre-school aged children as well, so this could 
make a real difference if you’re currently paying nursery fees. If you would like more information, 
please visit www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare or bring any queries to the staff in the office. 
 

 
 
 
 
Dates for the Diary:  

Please remember to follow the link to register for Free School Meals which releases other 
financial benefits for families and the school, if your circumstances change. If you need any 

support with this please do ask and we can help you.  
 

https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/OtherServices/Free-School-Meals/Tasks  

https://gattenandlake.files.wordpress.com/2022/01/february-active-challenge-record-chart-2022.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/OtherServices/Free-School-Meals/Tasks


                                                                               

                        
 

 

Day/Date Event Year Group Special arrangements 

Fri 18.2.2022 Final day of the half term break. Enjoy, rest and relax during the break   
 

Mon 21.2.2022 Start of the half term break  

Fri 25.2.2022 End of the half term break  

Mon 28.2.2022 First Day Back to 
school 

All children in 
all year groups 

Welcome back to school – gates open at 8am 
for breakfast club or 8:40am for the school 
day. We’re looking forward to seeing you   

Tues 1.3.2022 Shrove Tuesday - 
Pancake Day 

All children in 
all year groups 

The PTA are setting up a pancake café in the 
school hall for ‘breaktime’ snacks. Pancakes 
can be ordered and paid for via school money 
– pancakes are 75p each with a range of 
toppings. Up to 2 per child can be ordered. 
Order numbers come from paid requests. 
Thank you   

Thurs 3.3.2022 World Book Day All children in 
all year groups 

Please see the attached information regarding 
World Book Day – looking forward to many 
things including dressing as a book character  

Fri 11.3.2022 Dr.Bike – Bike 
Maintainance 

All children in 
all year groups 

If you have a bike that you would like to have 
a maintenance check, please bring it to school 
on this day. Dr. Bike will give it a check for 
you.   

Thurs 17.3.2022 YR & Y6 NHS Height 
and Weight checks 

YR & Y6 
children  

School nurses will complete all checks with all 
children who they have consent for.  



                                                                               

                        
 

 

The menu for the first week back 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



                                                                               

                        
 

 
 
 



                                                                               

                        
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



                                                                               

                        
 

 
 



                                                                               

                        
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


