
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910  

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 18th March 2022 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Science Days during National Science Week  
The first of our special science days started on Monday with a science-themed assembly on this year’s 

focus on ‘Growth’.  In Reception class, there were lots of opportunities to explore growth and the children 

looked at their heights and also enjoyed a mini beast hunt in our nature area. Across the rest of the 

school, the children enjoyed a carousel of experiments and moved around the classes working with 

different teachers. Year 1, 2 and 3 enjoyed static electricity experiments with Mr Sherwin; floating and 

sinking with Miss Essery; and had fun with bottle rockets in a session led by Mrs Preston.  

The children in Year 4, 5 and 6 completed a challenge to pierce a bag of water with pencils with Miss 

McGregor;  made lava lamps, a ‘colour explosion’ practical, and made rain clouds using food colouring and 

shaving foam with Mrs Welsh; and with Mrs Titchener, the children explored colour in a Skittles sweet 

experiment and separated colours using chromatography. 

                                                                    

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Tuesday, we were very privileged to have some of our school 

community bring in a range of their unusual pets to share in each 

class. Leopard geckos, a python, corn snakes, tortoises, chickens, 

bearded dragons, stick insects and a bird-eating spider were the 

animals that the children were lucky enough to meet.  The children 

who owned these animals, along with their grown-ups, shared 

information about their pets and some brought in the food they eat.  

A huge thank you to those who volunteered and gave up their time 
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to give the children within school such a wonderful experience.  

 

Other activities completed across the science days include: entering a poster competition for the British 

Science Association; finding out about careers which use science; learning about Robert Hook (a famous 

scientist from the Isle of Wight); carrying out growth investigations and finding out about other famous 

scientists, their discoveries and their work. 

 

Many thanks to Mrs Manning, a secondary school science 

teacher, who used her free time to lead a microscope session 

with Year 5 and 6 - looking at cells under a microscope. The 

children thoroughly enjoyed their session with her and learnt so 

much.  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Reception enjoyed exploring the theme "Growth" as 
the focus for Science week this year. The children 
thought about different things that grow including 
themselves. They investigated how tall they were using 
a variety of different materials. We also enjoyed 
exploring outside to look for things that were growing. 
We went on a hunt to look for signs of growth in our 
school environment. We were amazed at how many 
things we discovered. The children made lots of 
observations and some even asked some interesting 
questions too! We really enjoyed learning and exploring 
this Science week.  

 
 

Year 1 had a very hands-on and fun 
start to the week, taking part in British 
Science Week 2022. We have had fun 
with static electricity, we have been 
racing balloon-powered Lego cars, taking 
part in design and engineering 
challenges. We have had animal visitors 
into school, learned about different types 
of scientists and have been learning 
about growth in animals, such as 
reptiles, mammals, birds, fish and 
amphibians. 

A huge thank you to Mrs Titchener and the class 
teachers for such a super Science week. Have a look at 

what has been happening in classrooms too… 



                                                                               

                        
 

 
 
In Year 2 we have linked the idea of growth 
to our current unit - plants. The children 
explored different seeds and bulbs. Then the 
class dissected different fruit and vegetables 
to examine different seeds, stones and pips. 
The scientist we researched was Elizabeth 
Garrett Anderson – Britain’s first female 
doctor. We discussed the ways she smashed 
the stereotype and why the role of people 
who practice medicine are so important to 
our society. For their growth posters the 
children decided to showcase their learning 
about what plants need to grow.  

 
 
Year 3 have had an action-packed, 
science-filled three-day extravaganza, 
including looking at the incredible way in 
which the brain sees optical illusions; 
making paperclips float in mid-air with 
the magic of magnets; exploring and 
categorising the range of mini-beasts the 
school grounds offers; and researching 

the incredible work of Jane Goodall, who has devoted a great deal of her 
life to the study of chimpanzees.  
 
Year 4 researched Francis Crick, a molecular biologist and one of Britain’s 
great scientists, who played a crucial role in researching DNA and the 
discovery of its helical structure.  Children made their own DNA models to 
demonstrate. They challenged their perception of a scientist by finding out 

about the various careers science graduates go into.  
 

Year 5 researched Stephen Hawking’s 
scientific career and the challenges he faced with determination and 
resilience.  We were inspired by some of his motivational quotes, such 
as, ‘However difficult life may seem, there is always something you 
can do and succeed at.’  Year 5 also became budding zoologists 
thinking about a hypothetical animal that might have lived on Mars.  
They considered the survival features it would need to endure the 
harsh conditions on the planet.  

 
 
Year 6 have worked enthusiastically on many aspects of science over the 3 days. 

In teams, they produced research on George Washington Carver- a former slave 

from America who was an agricultural scientist; found out about how to age trees 

without cutting them down; enjoyed learning how to use microscopes; explored 

Hook’s work on elasticity; and conducted experiments of their own using springs. 



                                                                               

                        
 

 
Sewing Club 
Sewing club got off to a great start this week. The children each used their 
handstitching skills to make a final product – a lavendar bag. The focus to start with 
was using running stitch, the simplest stitch, to join two pieces of fabric together. 
We’re looking forward to more creative delights in the coming couple of weeks. Well 
done everyone.  
 

 
DWP Household Support Fund 
Did you or a family member / friend receive a food voucher direct from the Isle of Wight 
Council connect4communities team in January?  
 
If the voucher hasn’t yet been redeemed, there is help available.   
Either: 

 Visit your local Isle of Wight Council library 
 Contact Evouchers, the company who provide the vouchers on 01638 438095 or 

support@evouchers.com  
 Contact the Help Through Crisis Team on 01983 823859 
 Contact the connect4communities team at connect4communities@iow.gov.uk  

 
If you have mislaid your voucher, please contact Help Through Crisis or connect4communities using 
the phone number and email address above.  
 
LEGO Request 
If anyone has any LEGO at home they no longer use, or is surplus to requirements, please consider a kind 
donation to school. We would be extremely grateful for any LEGO donations. Please spread the word to 
friends and family, as in a school, we can ever have enough! Any donations to please come in to school via 
the main office please. Thank you in advance.  
 
Red Nose Day – Lego Competition  
We are also wishing to take part in the Red Nose Day Lego Competition.  The challenge is to design a 
habitat for one of the red noses this year, which are animal themed. Which one is your favourite one? Can 
you design a habitat for it? If so, create the habitat design using either Lego bricks, paper and pencils or 
paint for your designs. Then send them into school. As a school we can submit just 3 entries.  
 
Please go to the Red Nose website to see the 5 differnet red nose designs, also posted below, as well as 
the fun fact sheets and videos to spark your imagination.  

 
Dot   Sky       Dash    Chip         Cam 

LEGO | Build a red nose habitat | Comic Relief  

All designs need to be in at school by Monday 4th April please.  

mailto:support@evouchers.com
mailto:connect4communities@iow.gov.uk
https://www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday/schools/lego#get-lego-factsheets-anchor


                                                                               

                        
 

 
Weekly Uniform Sale 
Save Money – Save the Environment – Support the School 
Each Wednesday from 2:30pm to 3:30pm, there will be a uniform sale in the studio.  
This is a sale of uniform donated to the school. This is designed to support you all as families in 
purchasing uniform for school, whilst raising a small amount to support the purchase of books for the 
new school library. Please drop in if you would like to consider the purchase of uniform items, via the 
Studio door at the back of the hall. 
  
For any appointments before the end of the day, (2:30pm-3pm) please send a message to the PTA to 
confirm a time with them. pta@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Dates for the Diary:  

 
Managing Feeling & Emotions – Online Workshops 
Following the great success of the online workshops last year, I am pleased to advise you of the next dates 
for the “90 Minutes to Family Calm” series of workshops as one-off’s or as a course this term. 
As always, the topics focus on managing feelings and emotions & supporting us with our own and our 
children’s self-regulation. 
 
The workshops will be available to join on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30. 
 
PLEASE FEEL WELCOME TO JOIN AND TO PASS THIS ON. 
 
If you would like to join any of these 90 minute zoom sessions, all you need to do in the first instance is 
reply to this e mail info@thecrossley.co.uk to express your interest, and I will send you a ‘joining’ pack 
with instructions on how to enrol. 
 
* Sensible About Our Senses – 23rd March 
* Understanding about sensory triggers & how our senses affect our behaviour. 
* Bucket Filling for Self-Esteem – 30th March 
* A fun perspective on how to feel good about ourselves & help to build self-esteem. 
* Relaxing our Kids – 6th April 
* Building confidence & resilience through relaxation – steps to relaxing for children. 
 
I hope to see many of you there! 
Penny Crossley MA(Ed) 
(Behaviour & Parenting Consultant / Licensed Thrive Practitioner & Course Leader / Relax Kids Coach) 

 

Day/Date Event Year Group Special arrangements 

Mon 21.3.2022 Y6 Parents Evenings Year 6  Please ensure to book your parents evening 
with Mrs Titchener for your online, remote 
parent meeting. All information is available via 
Class DoJo.  

Wed 23.3.2022 Colouring 
Competition 

Y3-Y6 KS2 Deadlines for Squirrel’s Tale colouring 
competition 

Fri 25.3.2022 Y4 Amazon World 
Education Visit 

Y4 Y4 Parents and Carers have all info. Play 
clothes to be worn please.   

mailto:pta@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk
mailto:info@thecrossley.co.uk


                                                                               

                        
 

 
 
 
 
Have a good weekend everyone.  
 
I hope you all get out and about to enjoy the 
wonderful Spring weather we have at the moment.  
 
I can’t wait to see you all next week – I’ve missed you 
all.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
 
Mrs Rebecca Day 
 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                               

                        
 

 
The menu for next week  
 

Wednesday’s dessert is raspberry ripple ice cream, not strawberry! 
 

 



                                                                               

                        
 

 



                                                                               

                        
 

 



                                                                               

                        
 

 


