
                                                                               

                        
 

  Gatten and Lake Primary School   
  Oaklyn Gardens 

  Shanklin 
  PO37 7DG 

  Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Day 
                           Tel: 01983 869910  

                 Email: admin@gattenlakepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friday 10th June 2022 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome Back  
A very warm welcome back to the final half term of the academic 
year. It seems like only a few weeks ago I was welcoming everyone 
back to the new academic year. I really can’t believe how fast time 
seems to be going.  
There is lots of information contained within the newsletter and lots 
of dates listed below. I’ve tried to give as much advance warning of 
these dates as possible, so you can plan ahead through the final 6 weeks of the term. There will of course 
be more dates added as we go through the half term – I will update these weekly so please do keep 
checking back to them.  
 
Jubilee Celebrations 
The last week of term certainly flew by and what a finale the school achieved on the final day of the half 
term. Thank you to Mrs Frances, our History leader, for her organisation and to class teachers and staff for 
the work behind the scenes to make it such a memorable day and a success as part of the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. I do hope that you all managed a family and friends celebration of some 
sort over the half term. 
Please have a look at all of our wonderful celebrations below:   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS1 enjoying the Jubilee Celebrations 
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What an incredible day everyone had enjoying the 
Jubilee.  
 
Thank you to Y6 for this amazing wall hanging, 
which we will cherish at school for years to come. 
Your artistic talents have been recognised. Well done 
and thank you   
 



                                                                               

                        
 

Educational Visits – Y3 
In the week before half term, year 3 had two trips in two days.  On Monday, they headed to Dinosaur 
Isle, where they had the opportunity to handle a range of fossils and to find out all about the 
differences and similarities between them.  They then had exclusive access to the Dinosaur Isle 
Museum, before heading to the beach to find fossils of their own. 
It was a busy and fun-packed day and the children showed exemplary behaviour from start to finish. 
Year 3 all learnt a great deal from the all-knowing fossil expert, Trevor, who shared his in-depth 
knowledge of rocks and fossils with them.  

 
 
On the Tuesday, Year 3 visited the Education Day at the 
County Showground. After an exciting coach journey, the 
children were treated to a jam-packed, fun-filled day of 
activities and learning. They learnt all about the various 
types of eggs and how to tell if they're fresh (or not); they 
met Boris, a Shetland Pony, and his little miniature donkey 
friends; they played a range of traditional sports games, 
including tug of war, 
sack races and egg and 
spoon races; they 
designed and made their 
own pizza; they took a 

trip on a tractor trailer; they learnt how charcoal is made; they 
made a broomstick in the woods; and they learnt how to start fires 
using firesticks. 
 
On top of all of this, Team 3 were incredibly fortunate to greet the 
Earl and Countess of Wessex to the event. They had a long chat 
with Prince Edward and Sophie and talked all about their eventful 
day. 
 
 
 
Reading Mornings 
We really appreciated your engagement at the reading sessions we had running for the first half of the 
Summer term. We hope you enjoyed coming in to read with your children. The pleasure it gives children to 
engage with you in school is priceless. Thank you for your time. We hope it was also useful to see the 



                                                                               

                        
 

range of materials we use for language and reading, from games, puppets, big books, library books, 
picture books through to newspapers. There are many different reading materials to engage all types of 
reader – sometimes it takes a new type of material to reinspire your children to read once again.  
 
Please can we ask you to take a few minutes to complete the attached survey – whether you could come 
to a reading session or not. We would value your feedback and suggestions to ensure we gather your 
voices and always reflect on this to develop our next engagement sessions and find out what you would 
find helpful. Thank you  https://forms.office.com/r/6Ltc1kvMaK  
 
Year One Phonics and Year Two retakes this week 
Year One have taken their phonic screening this week. This is an assessment of the phonic knowledge 
they have in reading sounds and blending them together. The children had to read a selection of 
words - both real and pseudo (nonsense) words. This test determines whether the children have the 
necessary skills to decode text and to read by applying their phonics. This is why daily reading of 
books at your child’s level with phonetically decodable words is so important. Every reading 
experience helps and ensures the children are secure to progress as readers - confident in decoding 
before fluency. You will be informed of their outcomes in the end of year reports.  
 
Year Four Multiplication Tables Check 
The children’s statutory testing window starts from Monday 6th June. This is to see how many children 
reach the National Expectation of knowing all their multiplication tables to 12 x 12 by Year 4. Keep 
practicing those tables Year 4. Knowing tables supports all your work in maths from Y5 and beyond.  
 
Fencing Club 
A huge well done to our year five and six fencers 
who were victorious against a team from Ryde 
School yesterday. Ollie, Alfie, Leo, Aimee, Sterling 
and Josh represented the school in a fencing 
tournament against children from Ryde School. 
The children competed in teams of three against 
their opposition over 27 rounds - each round 
being the first person to score three hits. The 
children fought amazingly well and out-scored 
Ryde in the majority of the rounds. As well as 
show-casing their superb fencing skills the 
children also displayed great sportsmanship, 
discipline and respect for both the referees and 
their opponents. Mr Stuart, who delivers fencing 
at the school, will present the Gatten and Lake 
team with their trophy at next weeks fencing 

club. 🏆 Well done Gatten and Lake Fencers. 

 
 
Clubs: 
Clubs will start again next week. There are always reduced clubs in the summer term, as we normally 
have less take-up of after school clubs, due to many children and families tending to go straight to 
the beach from school. However, at this moment in time, as I write this with my jumper on, I do 
wonder when the weather will start to become more consistent for us!  
To access the club link for this half term – please click this link: https://forms.office.com/r/jz5ipzeu6Y  
Clubs will start from Monday 13th June and will run for 5 weeks to Friday 15th July.  
 

https://forms.office.com/r/6Ltc1kvMaK
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Instruments: 
As a school we are developing the music curriculum, as the restrictions about singing, playing of 
instruments etc are now lifted. We are on the lookout for any unused instruments for a musical 
display at school. If you have any unused instruments at home, or know anyone who has an 
instrument that they no longer want, we would be very grateful. These do not necessarily need to be 
fully working instruments, as we would like to have some on display and use some for creative 
displays in the learning street – so they would never be used in quite the same way again.  
If you have an untuned ukulele that is no longer wanted or guitar? A stringed or brass instrument that 
is gathering dust? A skinned instrument that is just too loud for indoors? Please do let them make 
their way to school! Thank you   
 
YR Educational Visit: 
Reception Class enjoyed their educational visit to Carisbrooke 
Castle this week. They enjoyed exploring the castle, exploring 
the well and hearing how deep it was. The children listened 
well to the educational talk and have enjoyed bringing their 
learning at a castle back into school. The start of their art 
sketch books for Y1 has also started this week with excellent 
engagement so far.  
 
Miss Howard has also joined the EYFS team this week. It has 
been lovely to welcome her to the class, where the beginnings 
of new relationships for the children are developing. I am sure 
you’ll join me in welcoming her to the school community when you see in the classroom and around 
the school.  
 
Footpath to school 
I really appreciate the concern from a growing number of people about the length of the hedges in 
the footpath from the railway bridge to the school gate. This is far from ideal, with it intruding over 
the footpath and it can be difficult to pass – especially as there are a number of brambles within the 
hedge. Please do take care, when using this route. I have been in contact with the IOW council, but 
due to the fledglings leaving nests, they are reluctant to cut it at present. However, I will continue to 
follow this up. In the meantime, please take care when using the footpath.   
 
Parking: 
We are delighted that the shelters at school are being used every day for those bringing bikes and 
scooters to school with them. We would encourage as many people as possible to travel sustainably 
to school to look after themselves through health benefits as well as for the environment. However, 
we do appreciate this is not always possible. Please ensure that if you are travelling by car, that you 
park respectfully and considerately for the neighbours. Thank you   
 
World Ocean’s Day 
If you are using the ferry terminal at all in East Cowes in the coming weeks – do keep an eye out for 
our school art work, which is linked to ‘World Ocean Day’. We are awaiting confirmation of being in 
situ, but each class worked so hard on this. We will add photos to next week’s newsletter.  
 
PTA: 
The PTA are running some events through the summer term for the children and the school. These 
dates will be added into the calendar of events. If you can offer any help, please do speak to the PTA 
committee, as everyone is very, very welcome and is a part of this much wider community. Without 



                                                                               

                        
 

these volunteers, events such as these really couldn’t happen. Thank you for everything that you do 
to support the school.  
 
Dates coming up: 
 

Day/Date Event Year Group Special arrangements 

Mon 13th June Y6 Sponsored 
Fundraiser for Ukraine 
appeal.  

All classes Today, all children will take part in their 
sponsored physical activity chosen: either 
hula hooping, skipping with a rope or 
hopping on the spot. The challenge is to see 
how many they can do in 1 minute. A slip 
will come home with your child at the end of 
the day.  

Tues 14th June Y6 Table top sale for 
the Ukraine appeal.  

All classes Dress in Yellow and Blue and donate £1 at 
the gate.  
After school sale of items by Y6 at the front 
of the school.  

Tues 14th June  Swimming 6/10 Year 3 Please bring swimming kit to change into.  

Wed 15th June  Y1 Educational Visit  Year 1  Educational Visit to Osborne House. Please 
wear school uniform.  

Tues 21st June Swimming 7/10 Year 3 Please bring swimming kit to change into.  

Wed 22nd June  Sports Day Y1 & Y2 KS1 Sports Day – 1-3pm. Please bring your 
own chairs or blankets to sit in on the field, 
in the spectator area.  

Fri 24th June  Sports Day Y3, Y4, Y5 & 
Y6 

KS2 Sports Day – 1-3pm. Please bring your 
own chairs or blankets to sit in on the field, 
in the spectator area. 

Tues 28th June Swimming 8/10 Year 3 Please bring swimming kit to change into.  

Wed 29th June  Visitor for Learning  Year 6 Sight for Wight Visit for Y6 children 

Fri 1st July Science Festival  Y5 & Y6  Educational Visit to Cowes Enterprise College 
for Science Festival.  

Mon 4th July Y6 Stay & Share the 
Learning 

Y6 Come to the hall to participate in a learning 
task with your child and see their work over 
the course of the year. 1:45-2:45pm 

Tues 5th July Swimming 9/10 Year 3 Please bring swimming kit to change into.  

Tues 5th July Y4 Stay & Share the 
Learning 

Y4 Come to the hall to participate in a learning 
task with your child and see their work over 
the course of the year. 1:45-2:45pm 

Wed 6th July Y5 Stay & Share the 
Learning 

Y5 Come to the hall to participate in a learning 
task with your child and see their work over 
the course of the year. 9:00-10:00am 

Wed 6th July Y3 Stay & Share the 
Learning 

Y3 Come to the hall to participate in a learning 
task with your child and see their work over 
the course of the year. 1:45-2:45pm 

Thurs 7th July YR Stay & Share the 
Learning 

YR Come to the hall to participate in a learning 
task with your child and see their work over 
the course of the year. 9:00-10:00am 

Thurs 7th July  ** TBC ** Year 6  ** Save the date ** Info TBC 

Fri 7th July Y2 Stay & Share the 
Learning 

Y2 Come to the hall to participate in a learning 
task with your child and see their work over 



                                                                               

                        
 

the course of the year. 9:00-10:00am 

Fri 7th July Y1 Stay & Share the 
Learning 

Y1 Come to the hall to participate in a learning 
task with your child and see their work over 
the course of the year. 1:45-2:45pm 

Mon 11th July  SwimSafe Beach 
sessions  

Year 6  SwimSafe Beach Sessions for all Y6 children. 
More info to come home with consent and 
water skills.  

Tues 12th July  Swimming 10/10 Year 3 Please bring swimming kit to change into.  

Tues 12th July Transition Day 1 Year 6 Transition Day 1 to new Secondary School 

Wed 13th July Transition Day 2 Year 6 Transition Day 2 to new Secondary School 

Wed 13th July  Residential Visit  Year 6  Day 1/3 of residential Visit to PGL – Wootton  

Wed 20th July  Leaver Assembly  Year 6  Leavers’ Assembly for all outgoing children 
from Y6. Parents are welcome to attend this 
assembly.   

Thurs 21st July  Development Day 4 All Classes  School closed for children – staff reviewing 
the current curriculum for September 
implementation.  

Fri 22nd July  Development Day 5 All Classes  School closed for children – staff reviewing 
the current curriculum for September 
implementation.  

END of the SUMMER TERM – Enjoy the Summer Holidays  
Mon 25th July – Wed 31st August 

Thurs 1st Sept Development Day 1 All classes   

Fri 2nd Sept Development Day 2 All classes   

Mon 5th Sept  Academic Year starts  Y1 – Y6 Welcome back to school everyone   

 
 
Have an enjoyable weekend. I look forward to seeing you all next week.   
 
 
Kind regards,  

 
Mrs Rebecca Day – Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                               

                        
 

The menu for next week  
 

 



                                                                               

                        
 

 



                                                                               

                        
 

 


